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$1,200, an increase of twenty per cent., and pro- 
hibiting the same persons receiving two salaries. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. ; 7 

Mr. SKELTON demanded tellers; which were 
also not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
engrossment of the bill. Shall the bill be read 
third time ? 

There being no objection, the bill was then 
ordered to be engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. VENABLE. Is the bill engrossed ? 

TheSPEAKER. The bill is not engrossed. The 
Chair thinks that the objection to the engrossment 
of the bill, under our practice, has come too late, 
for the reason thaj the Chair inquired of the House 
whether the bill should be read a third time. It 
is competent for the House to determine when the 
bill shall be read. The Chair at that time heard 
no objection whatever. 

Mr. VENABLE. I make no objection. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question ~~ seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. McMULLIN demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill; but they were re- 
fused. 

Mr. DEAN demanded tel 
ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. Before the House adjourns, I 
desire the Chair to supply the vacancy upon the 
select committee in regard to the discovery of 
etherization, occasioned by the death of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Rantoul.] I 
make the motion that the vacancy be supplied by 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it has 
been the universal practice for the Chair to supply 
a vacancy without a motion. The Chair is obliged 
to the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stan- 

y] for calling his attention to the subject, and he 
will supply the place to-morrow. , 

On motion by Mr. FOWLER, the House then 
adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


lers; which were not 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. But.er. 

Mr. WALKER presented four petitions of citi- 
zens of New York, praying that the public lands 
may be granted in limited quantities to actual 
settlers not possessed of other land; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of the United States, residing in New York, pray- 
ing that the ** homestead bill’? may become a law; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. [am requested to present to 
the Senate the memorial of the Seandinavian So- 
ciety, of the city of New York and its vicinity, in 
which they state that Mr. Christian Hansen, of 
the city of Brooklyn, State of New York, pro- 
poses to the U — States Government to contract 
for carrying the mails between that city and 
Gluckstadt, in Holstein. by the way of Rotter- 
dam, and to have the ocean postage on that line 
reduced to ten cents per single letter. In this 
memorial they set forth the great importance of 
the establishment of such a line and of such a re- 
duction of postage. The subject is, I believe, 
under the consideration of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. I move that the 
memorial be referred to that committee. 

It was so referred. 
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Mr. HAMLIN presented 1 memorial of um : ty OF law, _— 1 30, WR ee  ' mount a ut 


ants under the convention aaa oen the [ f < ‘. . ' . U 
States and Brazil of 27th of J , 1849, pray s iu : aa if o.. ut ’ \ oa ¢ : 
Ing an appropriation to pay the awards made by \ her any amount of ney, or property, whiel 
the commissione r appointed for the settlement of ver come to ( of eitie n 
their claims; which was referred to the Committe see b —. : biti 
on Foreign telations 
Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of the MILITARY BALANCES DUB. 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company, pray Mr. DAVIS submitted ! y resoluuor 
ing an appropriation b Vv Congress to repair the W nh was rreed t 
Long Bridge across the Potomac river; which w R Chat t Committ Military Affairs 
referred to the Committee on the District of ¢ ted to Inquire ' xped won ca 
lumbia. se ae = a ws “ cera ee us hia eet 
Mr. HAMLIN presented twenty-one petitio ine to Massachusetts and Me 
of merchants, ship-masters, and others, citizens n behalf of the United States ing t 1 
of Maine, praying that such beacons, spindles, EXCHANGE OF LANDS IN MEMPHIS 
and buoys Ss, mi LV be | lac od on the Muscle Rider s . 
as will render the navigation saft and easy; which _Mr. UNDERWOOD Mr. President, t! 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce United States OW! me ten or twelve acres of 
Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of inhabit- land in the city of Memphis lhe corporation of 
ants and merchants of the city of Boston; a peti that city own some ten or tweive rs Con 
tion of inhabitants of Sw: eaieest: in Lynn, Ma which they h ave & hos Upon the ground 
sachusetts: a petition of inhabitants of Nahant, in| 0“ ned by the { nited Sta in arsenal was built 
Lynn, Massachusetts; and a petition of the he eit f Me ive petitioned that tt 
zens of Lynn, Massachusetts: stating that there { ted States shou d ' = y tne oot rhe 1 which 
is urgent need of a light-house on the coast of | the Government owns, and upon wh Sn See Sraenee 
Lynn, at the outer entrance of B Harbor, | Was erected. The Committee on Pu 1c Land 
for the safety of shipping and the protection af taki that petit Oo to consideration, h ave d 
the lives of mariners—that many vessels have rected me to make a report, accompanied by a bill, 


| j \ ‘ nrovides that th title of the Gro rT nent ft 
been wrecked, and many lives lost near that place | ™ rovid é , the & ae ) 
. : p } ts land may be conve d to the corporate author 
within the few past ye: ars, and earnest y praying |)! id may be vey’ PES COR pe Rees 


that Congress will grant an appropriation for the . if the city of Memphis, 1 1 dition the 


purpose of constructing a light-house on E ae CHy of Memphis will convey to the { nited 
Rock, near Nahant; which were referred to the States the land, about equal in quantity, that they 
Committee on Commerce. own upon which the hospital has been erected 
The object of the ommittee being to convert the 
FALLS OF THE OHIO. hospital now belonging to the city of Memph 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- | into a marine hospital, the property of the United 
ing, to which was referred a motion that five thou States. I am directed to report a bill upon that 
sand additional copies of the report of the Com biect, and I have made this statement at the 
mittee on Roads and Canals, in relation to the request of the Senator from ‘Tennes ee, Mr 
construction of a canal, and the establishment of | Jon s,) who has a great anxiety that the Senate 
an armory and foundry, at the Falls of the Ohio | shoul 1 consider the bill now, and pass it if they 
river, and the relinquishment of the stock held by | approve of it. 
the United States in the Louisville and Portland The bill, which entitled **A bill to convey 
canal, be printed for the use of the Se ate, re certain land to the ty of Memphis on certai: 
ported in favor of printing the same; which was | conditions,’’ was read a first time, and ordered to 


econd reading. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 


agreed to. , 
WASHINGTON CITY WATER COMPANY. 


; may t the Senate to conside hat | now 
Mr. SHIELDS, by unanimous consent, asked ry I ask ’ Id = 1 ' 
: 1 iT ti 5 verv slit je one. »>no now that the 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to incorpo- : _ ' : 


| corporation of 
! 


Memphis v accept the nronme 


rate the Washington City Water ‘ 


‘ompany;whi 


was read a first and second time by its title, and | OM» but | de een ct. Sear ad es fn 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co doin > SO. I ae ircUuMmstance are tnese Ihe 
lumbia. Government of the United States own a out ten 
icres of land within the city of Memphis upor 

GENERAL SCOTT AND GENERAL PIERCE. which an areanal wae built many years eee. bat 


Mr. MERIWETHER submitted the following | which has long since ceased to be used by the 


resolution for consideration: Government at all. The houses that were erected 

Resolved. That the President of the United States be upon it are going into dé y a { iliap la ion, and 

requested to inform the Senate what amount of pub the property is certainly worthless to the Govern 

money has been paid to General Winfield Scott and Ge ment for any purpose for which it was originally 

eral Franklin Pierce, respectively, from the time of the : ted. , r 
} ru t 


first entrance into the public service up to the present dat a ' . , 
distinguishing between regular and extra compensation ; 7 he PRESI see ne r lhe Senator will suspend 





also, for what said amounts were paid, whe r for pa his erm | the bill is read econd time 
proper, rations, forage, horses, mileage, transportation, No obiection was made, and the bill was read a 
servants, quarters, fuel, medical attendance, or commuta te i lered as in Ce mittee of 
tion for any of the preceding items. Also, that he inform ] CHEE, CEN : oe . oe ” ; : 
the Senate what amount of extra compensation has been | the Whole. It proposes to enact that it shall bs 
claimed by either, the items of each and every such claim lawful for the Secretary of the ‘Treasur y,in behalf 
when first presented, and when and by whom allowed, or of the - ite States. to convey to the corporatio: 
rejected, and the official reasons given at the time for such - 4 Me a ans ¢ Tennessee 
allowance or rejection, and whether any item or iten ot the ct nis, In the Otate OF 2 Cnnessee, 
claim or claims, once disallowed, were subsequently pre all the rroul a with its irtenances, owned by 
sented for payment; and if so, how often, and when, and the United State the corporate li f the 
if subsequently allowed or paid, by whom and when, and said city, upon which heretofore an arsenal has 
the amounts thereof, and the reasons for such allowance ; ; <a : gener ie 
and the amounts thereof. And that he also inform the Sen been erected, whenever the ap a 
ate whether either of the above-named generals has re of said city shall convey to the United States, 
ceived from the public Treasury pay or emoluments for dis with the assent of the Legislature of the State of 
charging the duties of more than one office or employment Tennessee, a good and valid title to tweive acres 
at the same time; and if so, what offices or employments, an poy S , ; ‘= athe 
and the amount of such pay and emoluments, and the time of ground, more o ess, upon ws Me GANS Cisy 
when paid; and whether any claim or claims have been now has a | pital wit if ippurtenances, sit- 
presented for the discharge of the duties of two or more uated adjoining the « ite its of said city ; 
offices or employments at the same time by either of them, i al ilcee' tak erode ig and build to be thus 
and disallowed, and if so, by whom disallowed, when, and ce BY ~ , 1a , 

for what reasons then given. And that he also inform ti conveyed to the United States shall be held and 
Senate whether either of the above-named generals has used for the pur 3es of a marine fi yspital, under 
ever, under color of charging for percentage, or for extra the same rules and regulations as are appl licat le 


compensation, or for any other reason or reasons, or in any 
manner or form, applied to his own use, or retained in his 
hands, any of the public funds, or property, without au 


to other marine hospitals on the waters of the 


Mississippi 


2194 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I was going onto 
explain, as briefly as | can, the circumstances con- 
i rt ‘ 


nected with this proposition. The Government 
owns ten of ground within the limits of 
Memphis. ‘The corporation of that city own 
about an equal quantity of ground in the vicinity 
of that owned by the Government. Upon the 
ground owned by the corporation they have erect- 
ed a large hospital. The Government, as you are 
uware, has no hospital there. Our people are 
very much taxed for the support of that hospital, 
both by the State government and the corporate 
authorities of the city. The property owned by 
the Government within the limits of the city we 
feel to be an improper location foran hospital, being 
somewhatin the heartof the city. It is estimated 
by persons who were directed by the Government 
to investigate the value 


acres 


of it, that the property 
owned by the Government is worth from &10,000 
to $15,000. My own opinion is, that $10,000 is 
the utmost to which it can be carried. The prop- 
erty owned by the corporation—the buildings in- 
cluded—must be worth $30,000 or $40,000, or per- 
hans 450.000. The proposition here is, that the 
Government will transfer to the corporation its 
property within the corporate limits, upon con- 
dition that the corporation w ill cede to the Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of a marine hospital, the 
grounds upon which their hospital is already 
erected. Ido not know that the corporation can 
accept it; but I desire to give them the opportu- 
nity of doing so, beleving that in doing it we shall 
promote the public, national interest, and protect 
the corporation; because the citizens are very 
heavily taxed for the purpose of sustaining the 
sick which are thrown upon our hands. The 
Government has no marine hospital, as you know, 
within two hundred miles of us, and our taxes are 
We ask the Government to take that 
hospital, if the corporation will cede it to them, 
and convert it into a marine hospital. Thatis the 
simple statement of the facts. 

Mr. SHIELDS. As I understand it, an arsenal | 
is located on the land owned by the United States, 
and, consequently, it is under the direction and 
control of the War Department. There is a gen- 
eral law authorizing the War Department, in all 
cases of this kind, to dispose of property of that 
character when it becomes useless for the public 
That law is now in force. I have intro- 
duced an amendment at this session of Congress 
extending its provisions. 


enormous, 


service. 


This bill has been re- 
ported by the Committee on Public Lands, but it 
is always usual, in cases of this kind, to consult 
with the proper Department, and ascertain whether 
that is essential to the interests of the public ser- 
vice before the land is ceded away in this manner. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will permit me, I will explain that that very thing 
has done. Some months ago the Secretary 
of War ordered a sale of this ground as being use- 
} to the Government. 


ieSS 
: . 
vertised for sale. 


heen 


The property was ad- 
Before the time of sale arrived, 
however, this proposition had been submitted to 
the Committee on Public Lands. He then with- 
drew the order to sell, and he has been written to 
by the Committee on Public Lands. His response 
isnow before that committee, in which he says 
that the property is useless to the Government for 
the purpose for which it was originally intended. 
I know the fact that it has not been used by the 
Government for any public purposes for the last 
ten, twelve, or fifteen years. 

Mr. SHIELDS. ‘That may all be true, but 
this has taken a most extraordinary course. Every 
other proposition of this kind has gone before the 
Committee on Military Affairs. It is true, I do 
not want the trouble of this investigation; but we 
consult with the proper Department; we ascertain 
whether an arsenal is needed before we act on 
such a case as this. Ido not know the condition 
of the arsenals along the Mississippi river, but this 
1 do know, that anarsenal is essentially necessary 
in that portion of the country; and, sir, we are 
going to purchase lands in various parts of the 
country, in order to havearsenals at the assailable 
points; one to control the Mississippi river; an- | 
ether the Gulf; another the southern Atlantic 
coast; another the nerthern Atlantic coast; another 
the Pacific, and so on. I wish, as chairman of 
that committee, to submit the matter to the com- 
mittee, and to consult with the Department on the 
subject, and ascertain whether there is any other 
point on the Mississippi river that we can now |; 


appropriate for an arsenal. 
one, and if wecan do so 
otherwise. 


If there be a better 
, 1 am willing, but not 
I have no opposition on earth to the 
billas it stands, except that I know nothing of the 
facts. But I know, and every man knows, that 
an arsenal is necessary in that portion of the coun- 
try somewhere. I move the reference of the bill 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will not disagree with my 
honorable friend from Illinois, as to what should 
have been the proper reference of this subject in 
the first instance. I think with him that a refer- 
ence to the Military Committee would have been 
the most proper. But, Mr. President, under the 
circumstances, [do not see the propriety or ne- 
cessity of making that reference now. A different 
direction was given to it, perhaps inadvertently, in 
the first instance, and the Committee on Public 
Lands, it seems to me, were, under the circum- 
stances, competent to make a proper report on the 
subject; particularly from the fact that this arsenal, 
so called, at Memphis, cannot be and has not been 
considered a military establishment for many 
vears. If it was, it was not used as an arsenal. 
Many years ago, perhaps twelve years ago, it was 
rented out for other purposes, and has been so 
used ever since, and has never been used by the 
Government from the time of its construction for 
a military establishment. I remember, being a 
citizen of Memphis at the time,—for [ drew up an 
application,—that the establishment was used by a 
private individual for aschool. It was so used for 
many vears; and such was the conviction of the 
War Department that it was not necessary as an 
arsenal, that, in the exercise of the power to which 
the Senator has referred, it was offered for sale; 
but upon the supposition that an arrangement 
equally beneficial to the Government, and at the 
same time more beneficial perhaps to the city of 
Memphis might be made, the order was with- 
drawn, and the matter has been suffered to rest 
until it can be ascertained whether this matter can 
be consummated. I think that for these reasons, 
as the bill has been reported from the Committee 
on Public Lands, where all these matters are un- 
derstood, it will be better to let it be disposed of 
now, as otherwise it may lead to a considerable 
consumption of the time of the Senate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I therefore withdraw my 
motion; but I request the friends of this bill to 
suffer it to lie over till to-morrow. I wish, for 
mv own satisfaction, to consult, not the heads of 
Departments only, but gentlemen specially em- 
ployed in this business; and it occurs to me that 
that may be the most advantageous point for an 
arsenal. Of that, however, I know very little. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will make that mo- 
tion. 

The bill was accordingly laid over, and ordered 
to be printed. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. WALKER. I move to postpone all the 
prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
usually designated ‘the homestead bill.”’ 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has called for 
reports. 

Mr. WALKER. That may be; but I merely 
exercise the right which is exercised here almost 
every day—to move to postpone the prior orders 
for the purpose of taking up a particular bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will put the 
question. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Ishall vote against the mo- 
tion to take up the bill, unless the Senator will 
wait until we shall finish the morning business. 
That being got through, I shall be ready to take 
it up at any time. 

Mr. WALKER. I shall ask for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to take up the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken, 
with the following result: 

Y EFAS—Messrs. Borland, Bright, Cass, Chase, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Foot, Sebastian, Seward. 
Stockton, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Brad 
bury, Brodhead, Brooke, Butler, Chariton, Clarke, Clem- 
ens, Davis, Dawson, De Saussure, Felch, Fish, Geyer, 
Hamlin, Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, King, Meriwether, 
Miller, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Shields, Spruance, Toucey, 
Underwood, and Upham—31. 


ROBERT GRIGNON. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to report a bill for 
the relief of Robert Grignon. I ask that it be | 
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now considered; but if it should give rise to any 
debate, I will at once move to postpone it. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Rebert Grignon the sum of $20,000, 
in full satisfaction of his claim against the United 
States, arising out of a clause of the second article 
of a treaty made between the United States and 
the Menomonee Indians the 30th September, 
1836; which clause was stricken out of the treaty 
by the Senate by way of amendment to the treaty. 
No part of this money, however, is to be paid 
without the consent of the Menomonee Indians 
being first obtained, and without a full relinquish- 
ment of that amount on the part of the tribe to 
the United States. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I must ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Arcuison] to give us a 
short explanation of this matter. : 

Mr. ATCHISON. I will do so. Under a 
treaty made in 1836, the Menomonee Indians had 
a school fund to the amount of $1,000 a year for 
twenty years. When the treaty was made in 
1836—which was negotiated by my friend from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Dopce}—they said that they 
wanted no school funds, but that the money ap- 
propriated should go to their friend Robert Grig- 
non, who, when they were starving, had fed 
them, and when they were naked had clothed 
them. A clause was put into the treaty for that 
purpose, and when it came up for consideration 
before the Senate, in pursuance of the policy 
which the Senate had pursued, they struck out the 
clause, and since that time the Indians have unan- 
imously refused to touch a single dollar of the 
money, although they might have had it under the 
treaty. They said it belonged to their friend, and 
they insisted, and still insist, that he should have 
it. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not understand this 
subject. It is the first I have heard of it. It may 
be all right; but I would like to know in what 
form and manner the Menomonee Indians come 
before Congress and ask that this money shall be 
so paid. Was this money to be {paid to them in 
their collective capacity as a tribe? or was it to be 
appropriated in a particular way according to the 
stipulations of a treaty ? 

Again, have they come forward as a tribe, in 
their tribal character and capacity, duly repre- 
sented here, and asked that this money should be 
paid in this manner? or is it some agent, profess- 
ing to act for them, who asks for this large inter- 
est which belongs to these Indians? I merely ask 
for information. I wish to know by what author- 
ity he acts for them, if he has any authority at 


‘all. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I will ask that a letter from 
the Department of the Interior be read, which will 
explain the matter. 

The letter was read: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ? 
Orrice InpIan Arrairs, February 21, 1851. 4 
Sir: The resolution of the Senate, adopted in Execu- 
tive session on the 19th instant, in the words following, 
viz: ** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the treaty 
between the United States and the Menomonee tribe of In- 
dians, bearing date the 3d day of September, 1836, and to 
inform the Senate whether said treaty has ever been sub- 
mitted to those Indians ; and the amendments of the Sen- 
ate agreed to by them,”’ having been referred by you to this 
office, I have the honor to report, that the records and files 
of the office afford no evidence that the treaty referred to 
in said resolution was ever submitted to said Indians, and 
the amendments of the Senate agreed to by them. They 
have, however, impliedly assented to or acquiesced in all 
of said amendinents, with the exception of one striking out 
of the clause providing for the annuity of $1,000 for twenty 
years to Robert Grignon. To this amendment they have 
ever been opposed, and in various ways have insisted that 
the original stipulations for Grignon’s benefit should be ful- 
filled. 
A printed copy of the treaty is inclosed—the original be- 
ing On file in the office of the Secretary of State. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. LEA, Commissioner. 
Hon. A. H. H. Srvart, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. ATCHISON. That letter shows very 
clearly that the Indians have acquiesced in all the 
amendments, except this one which was made by 
the Senate, and that they have uniformly refused 
to acquiesce in this amendment, and have insisted, 
and still insist, that the money shall be paid to 
Grignon. It is the money of the Indians—the 


money of the whole tribe. They have made this 
disposition of it by the treaty; but the Senate did 
not consent to it, and struck it out. 


The Indians 
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have never agreed to it. The Senator from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Dopss} can state what took place at 
the time the treaty was made. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. 1 will state the 
facts connected with this subject. The treaty was 
nade in good faith, and the Indians, at the time, 
arged the payment of this money to their friend and 
relative, Robert Grignon. Since the treaty was 
made en the 30th September, 1836, I have had fre- 
quent conferences with the chiefs of the Menom- 
onees, atid they have uniformly stated to me that 
they would never receive from the Government 
that money, which belonged te their friend and 
relative, RobertGrignon. When Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, they called my attention to the 
subject on three or four different occasions, when 
holding councils with them. The treaty, as I 
have said, was made in good faith, and was rati- 
fied by the Senate, with the exception of this sec- 
tion, which was stricken out, although the chiefs 
and warriors were desirous that it should be passed. 
The recipient, Mr. Grignon, is an estimable, but 
very poor man, who has fought in defense of the 

country, and who now receives a pension for the 
services which he rendered to the country. I know 
him to be honest, and believe him to be brave. 
He has merited the kindness of the Indians, and 
the rejection of this bill would do him a great in- 
justice. The Senator from Michigan, {Mr. Cass,] 
under whom several of those treaties were made, 
knows the character of the Grignon family, and 
i will cali on him to state whether the family is 
not honorable and respected among the Indians. 

Mr. CASS. I know the family very well. I 
know they have been a faithful and honest family, 
and are considered at home very respectable. "1 
Know nothing about the merits of thiscase. I 
will observe, now that [am up, that when this 
subject was introduced by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, he proposed to withdraw it if it should lead 
to debate. It seems to me likely to lead to discus- 
sion, and I trust that it may be faid aside, for the 
purpose of proceeding, according to an arrange- 
ment as il was understood, to the: consideration of 





the bill providing for the construction of a canal | 


around the Falls of the Sault Ste. Marie. 

Mr. BORLAND. I[ do not wishto make a 
speech, but [ desire to say a word. The honor- 
able Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Depcr] mis- 


took me, if he supposed that { was opposing the | 


claim. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. I did not under- 
stand that the Senator opposed the claim, but sim- 
ply wished to have the matter explained. 

Mr. BORLAND. My object, as I stated in 
the beginning was to get some information upon 
this matter, which had not come under my obser- 

vation before. It seemed a little extraordinary I 
thought; but the explanation is very satisfactory, 
except in one respect. I think it would be a bet- 
ter mode of accomplishing the object, and that it 
would be more certainly done, by paying the money 
to the Indians, and then let them pay it to Grig- 
non, if they wish, in good faith, to do so. 

Mr. ATCHISON. That is provided for in the 
bill, or the same thing. 

Mr. WALKER. It expresses that it is to be 
with their assent. 

Mr. BORLAND. Then I have no objection 
to it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a letter from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, with copies of communications 


received from the agents of the Department in Cali- | 


fornia, in relation to debts contracted by them; 
which was ordered to be laid upon the table, and 
printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWARD, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to extend the 
provisions of the fourth section of * An act to 
‘grant the right of way to all rail and plank roads 
‘and macadamized turnpikes passing through the 
‘ public land belonging to the United States,”’ ap- 
proved August 4, 1852, for the purpose therein 
named; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- | 


lic Lands. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


TONNAGE DUTIES. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 
Ordered, That five handred addéttional pies be printed 


ofthe reportof the Committee on Commerce, respecting 


the repeal of tonnage daties on Spanish vessels fram Cuba 
and Porto Rico. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill making ap propriation for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian Depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1853, was read a third time as amended, and 
passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it had passed a bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government, for the year ending June 30, 
1853. : 
The bill was read a first and second time by its 


| title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


JUDICIAL FEES AND COSTS. 


The message from the House of Representatives 
also announced that it had passed a bill to regulate 
the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of 
the United States. The bill was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


THE NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the motion made by Mr. Cass, on the 3d instant, 


| that the message of the President of the United 


States communicating information in relation to 
the fisheries, be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations; when 

Mr. SOULE rose, and addressed the Senate at 
length, and was followed by Messrs. CASS, 
BUTLER, and SEWARD, the later of whom 
gave way for a motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until Saturday next; 
which, after considerabie discussion, was agreed 
to, and Mr. Sewarp will occupy the floor on Sat- 
urday. 

[See Appendix for this debate. } 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Exec “tive business; 
and after being engaged therein for some time, the 
doors were reuvpened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspar, August 12, 1852. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 


by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is upon ordering House bill No. 146, to 
regulate the fees of clerks, marshals, and attorneys 
of the district and circuit courts of the United 
States, to be encrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. SMART. Before proceeding to the ex- 
ecution of the order, I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to present a report merely for the 
purpose of reference, and of having it put upon 
record. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
bill will be read. 

The title of the bill was then read, as follows: 

* A bill to authorize the payment of the claim of the 
State of Massachusetts for certain services of her militia 
during the late war.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that. 

Mr. SMART. I will ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the objection. I will state to him that 
I have taken a great deal of pains to examine the 
question. I wish merely to present the bill and 
report that they may be put upon record. 

Mr. JONES. Is it for services in the late war 


' with Great Britain? 


Mr. SMART. It is. 
Mr. JONES. I donot withdraw my objection. 
Mr. McCORKLE. lIask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to take from the table Senate 
bill No. 7, providing ‘for the survey of public 
lands in the State of California,’ for the purpose 
of reference. 









Mr. AVERETT. I object to that, and call for 


th ewular ~lar , 
whe PTeLuUA Order Of DUS INES 


FEES OF UNITED STATES MARSHALS, ETC. 


House bill No. 146, “ reerulating the fees and 
costs to be allowed to clerks, marshals, and attor 
neys of the circuit and district courts of the United 


States,” being the busimess in erder, was ordered 
to be engressed, and being engrossed, was read 
the third time 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee T move the pre- 
vions question upon the passage of the bill 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 ask the veas and navs 
upon the passage of the bill 

“The yeas and nays were refused, but nine mem: 
bers secor ding the calk 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand a count upen the 
other side. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 


; ‘ : . ; ; : 
such a demand as that can ve made—the number 


rising to second the call ts less than one fifth of e 
quorum. The only obte tin counting the other 
side would bre, to see if there is a quorum That 


will be shown on a division upon the bill 


Mr. LETCHER. 1 ask for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 
’ The SPEAKER. 
from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,] he will recollee 
that it is too late to call for tellers upon the veas 


In response to the sentleman 


and nays so long after it was announced that they 
were not ordered. It is competent to have tellers 
upon the passage of the bil 

Mr. LETCHER. Is rt in order to move a call 
of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is net, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House ad- 
journ, and upon that motion IT demand the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Is it in order 
to move to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEA KER It is in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then tI make that motion. 

The question being first upon the motion that 
the House adjourn— 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
2, nays 127. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring upon th 
the bill upon the table, it was put, aid the motion 


10tIon to | iy 
was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the passage of the 
bill— 

Mr. SEYMOUR demanded th 
which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 

The SPEAKER. The next business in order, 
is House bill No. 120, authorizing certain soldiers 
in the late war with Great Britain, to surrender 
the bounty lands drawn by them, and locate others 
in lieu thereof. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. This bill was intro- 
duced by my colleague, [Mr. Henpricks.) He 
is necessarily absent from the city, and 1 move 
that the consideration of the bill be postpones luntil 
Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER. There is no objection, and 
it is so ordered. 

THE WHEELING BRIDGE CASE. 

The SPEAKER. The next business in order, 
is House bill No. 297, ** declaring the Wheeling 
bridge a lawful structure, and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. WOODWARD being entitled to the floor, 
occupied it until the expiration of the morning 
hour (without concluding) in discussing the rights 
of navigation, and the right to construct the bridge 
across the Ohio. He tested those rival rights by 
an application of the princip les of the laws of na- 
tions thereto, and by an application of the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution of the United States, 
from which is derived the power to determine the 
rights of the parties in this contest, since the 
formation of the Federal Union. He argued that, 


» yeas and nays; 
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PRES ETT BUS Te hee Bae, 








to he u ae i ¢ ymmerce and of intercot é 
| the different State of the Unio t 
virate the rivet ino greater than the 
re he ver by bridves lie man 
8 d t the intercourse which was designed te 
f ed by the Constitution between the 
1, y acred as the intercourse 
Wii L he Vi wed it a a que tion LO 
ould make to the other, 
| Oo al aly tment of the case H 
ed ie | mate right was in Conere : 
de er to regulate commerce and to pre- 
f ‘ f irse between the States, to deter- 
ine plac tion involve f to the mre rvation 
estruction ¢ bridge (Mr. W ech 
f und the Ape | 
Mi STANTON Kentu ky, Interrupting 
i ri »int nt the ( eman from South 
‘ ro ] I 
ed 
The SPEAKER It ha 
VM STANTON I kk, then, that the HH 
proceed to e conside ion of the report from 
t ( é Print £ ion tothe aim 
f Thomas R ile 
Vr. HOUSTON When that bill w reported 
| ( ! mn Print , it was unde 
vod by me, id I think by the vrentleman from 
I tuch Vr. Sranron,] that its consideration 
' not be pressed until the appropriation bills 
| ed | louse dif Tam entitled to the 
, | would like to move that the rules be sus- 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into 


e Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
[Tnion 

The SPEAKER. The centleman from Ken- 

KY Vil mad he re port, Was recoenized 

e Chat ‘ nd is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON Then Ll ask the gentleman 

oOo! Kent } yto vi ld me the floor for the pur 
pose ol ub tiin the motion that I have indi- 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I cannot yield 


r t 
crerntle 


to the man fo it purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON | make this appeal to the 

ntleman, ft I do it think that he and I ean 

ree about ie fa It was certainly d 

\ nde vod by me, and I hardly think it 
cou Have nae tood otherwise by him, 
that he wor not pre this bill until after the ap- 
pro ) trlonb ;s were} issed, W hen the bill wa 
i duce tlon was made that this day was 

»early f nsideration, and the gentleman 

ted in his remarks, that if the appropriation 
1) wi not} 1, he would po tpone the bill 

ill further ‘That was my understanding about 

e& matte 

Mr. N'TON, of Kentucky. I have to say, 
in answ to my friend from Alabama, that when 
l reported tl bill, | desired that it should be post- 
poned unt earlier ne iy, and a laree number of 
he friends of the measure insisted upon it that it 
should be postponed to an earlier day. I put it 
off for a full week, for the ¢ special purpose of ac- 
yr datin the chairman of the Committee of 
Way ind Mea with the expectation that by 
that time tl cipal ypropriation bill would 
| Ve b n | had 10 de ire or intent ion to 
postpone youn 0 tha to enable 





him to get that bill out of the way. That bill is 


ure is now 
ke ind i n,l believe that it can be 
} ‘ | 
( ea ft al I 
1 HOUSTON. §S veral of the principal ap- 


yet undisnosed of, and are 


now in the Co l e W hole on the State 
of the Union, and It 1k that the eentleman ought 
at least to allow me etthe Armv and Navy bills 
through before he esses his bill. It does seem 
to me that publi bills—the appropriation bills 


ought not to be postponed to 
i i 


private claims. We have now very little time left. 


here 1s no hope of getting the gentleman’s bill 
throuch in an hour, nor in a day, and in my opin- 
ion it will net get through in less than a week, if 


it gets through at all. 
Mr. STANTON 


session for want of 


This bill was lost at the last 
time. It passed this House 
by a large m yority, went to the Senate, and was 
lost there. Itis important that it should be taken 
up now and considered, and I insist upon it. 

HOUSTON. Do I understand, then, that 
the gentleman declines to yield me the floor? 


The SPEAKER. He does. 


the consideration of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MecLANAHAN. I 


ippeal o the entie 
from Kentus ky to vield me the floc fi 
nent 
Mr. STANTON Certainly, sir 
Ir. McLANAHAN. Atthe early partof this 
ession the subject of the Wheeling Bridge w 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. I have 


d in my possession a report from the minority 


of that committee for some two months past; but 
t well known to the House tk.\t we have never 
been called upon for reports. The subject of the 


Wheeling Bridge bein 


| i k the 


make a re} 


Yr now under consider tio} 
Hou to 


* the Judictary 


consent of the 
from the minority of 
Committee upon that subject. — 
Mr MEADE ) Will the 
from Kentucky 1 yield to me for a single word ? 
Ir. STANTON. 1 will. 
Mr. MEADE. I should 
whatever report of the 
diciary C 
majority ; 


wmimous 
ort 


| object. rentieman 


have no ob yection 
minority of the Ji 
succeeding the report of the 


only to state to the House 


to the 
ommiuttee 


and I 


1 
nave 


that I was requested by the majority of the com- 
mittee to Say to thi : Hous e, without a form | or 
written report, that that committee, by a very 


large majé rity —I believe the gentleman from Penn- 


: i. + ania was alone in the minority 
.McLANAHAN. I beg the 

There were two others of the 

tee with me, 

Mr. MEADE. 
the majority of the Judiciary 
making a formal report, have authorized me to 
tate to the House that they adopt the report of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Ro: ds 
und recommend that the same bill be passed whic 
is recommended by that ablereport. Now, I have 
no objection to the reception of the report of 
minority. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I ask, then, that the 
minority received, and that it be laid 
upon the table and printed. 

There being no objection, 





rent leman S 


vardon. commit- 


I was a about to 


Commit 


Say that 
tee, without 


the 


report be 


it was so ordered. 


THOMAS RITCHIE. 
Mr. STANTON, of 
which the C 


' 


LO Ink ike, 


Ke ntucky. ‘he re 
ommiuttee on 


port 
Printing have directed 
whichis now the business before 


me and 


the House, embodies the report made at the last 
Songress by Colonel McW illie, then 
Tiana ok dae committee. 
the House The 
report concludes with a resolution, proposing to 
settle the accounts of Mr. 
ordered by the last ¢ 
cent, 1 those 
1819. 


ject, and 


sion of ¢ 
have given it an attentive perusal. 


Ritchie, for the printing 
vongress, at prices fifty per 
fixed by the resolution of 
I have devoted some attention to the sub- 
am well satisfied, that if Congress will 
pass the resolution I have reported, it will not give 
Mr. Ritchie more than he reasonably deserves to 
have under all the circumstances. No man can 
attention to this subject, even for a mo- 
ment, and fail to be satisfied that Mr. Ritchie, in 
his efforts faithfully to execute the duties imposed 
upon him by Congress, has sustained an immense 
which, if not made up to him by 
Congress, must reduce him in his old age to beg- 
gary. MecWillie, in whom this House 
and all who know him, must have confidence, and 
who examined the subject with very great care, 
ascertained by close calculation, that the actual 
Mr. Ritchie, upon work done for the first 
session of the was $65,436. It is 
fair to pres that the same rate of 
sustained upon the work executed for the subse- 
quent session—or in the same proportion. Mr. 
Mc Willie, under instructions from the committee, 
reported a resolution, giving Mr. Ritchie the same 
fixed by the resolution now under consid- 
That resolution passed the House by 


less than 


rive 


loss- a los: 


‘olone!l 


loss of 
last Congress, 


ime, loss was 


prices 
eration. 


large vote, and was pease in the Senate for 
want of time to consider 1 
The prices fixed by the resolution are fifty per 


cent. 
1819. If members of the House will examine the 
testimony taken before the committee, of which 
the es Mr. Wentworth was chairman, at the 
last session of Congress, they will see that these 
are not considered as extravagant, by 
printers of high standing as practical and intelli- 
gent men in their profession. 

{Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hands of mente Dickins, its Secretary, 
announcing the passage by that body of the Indian 


prices 


appropriation bill; 


as a 


I hope the members of 


palate those established by the resolution of 





August 12, 


which bill, | 

ent, Was taken uj —_ 
Ways and Me: ans. 
Mr. ‘ST ANTON contint ied: 


was one of the 


VY UNANIMOUS CoO} 
referred to the C mittee 


Mr. John C 
WEnenees examined bef 
committee. He will e 
in of 


Rives 
re that 
recognized on all hand 
creat practical e, and 


uj on W hic i 


centlem: experien¢ 
i 
3s well informed upon the “ i he 


te tified,as any person in the city f Washi ston 
He says 

‘Taking the amount of work at this session as a star 
ard. and adopting the fule f the ” lone by the printer 


at this session, the public printer could afford to do the print 
ing of both Houses, at the price of one third less than the 
prices fixed by the joint resolution of 1819. He would los 


on the composition, but would more than make 


press work 7 


Here Mr. Rives 


work done and the quantity, and 


it up on the 


haracter of the 
gives it as his 
third less, or thirty-three and a 
third per cent. off the prices of 1819, would be : 
fair price to pay the public printer. The same 
testimony of Mr. Rives disc ie fact that 
Congress has never paid its public printers, wher 
elected by the House, less than twenty per cent 

Blair & Rives did the print 


off the prices of 1819. 
ing for the Twenty-fourth Congress at fifteen per 
For the Twe “yp Scpie 


off the prices of 1819. 
Congress, Thomas Allen received the full price 

of 1819. Blair & Rives had the printing of the 
Twenty a Congress at fifteen per cent. off the 
prices of 1819. For the Twenty-seventh Cor 
cress, Gi aa s & Seaton took it at twenty per cent 
but the last night of twenty 
per cent. deduction, amounting to $40,000, was 
restored ; 


: ‘ ] 
refers to tne <¢ 


Opinion, that one 


' 
loses tl 


cent. 


O ff, the se ssion, the t 


to them, in conseauence of a belief by 


Congress, that they would lose money at the 
prices at which they had undertaken to do the 


work. 
Gales & Seaton 


1 


offered to do the work for the 
last Congress at twenty per cent. off the prices of 
1819, as proved by the Hon. Mr. Hamuin, of the 
Senate, before the same committee. 

Thus it appears, that at no time when the price 
of printing was regulated by the standard of 1819, 
has Congress paid so low a price as that fixed 
the resolution now under consideration. All the 
te »stimony before the committee I have before re- 
ferred to, to prove that the wages of journey- 
men are now higher than then, and that the cost 
But these are particu- 
lars into which I do not propose now to inquire. 
I desire, in view of the short time between this and 
the day adjournment, my re 


Foes 


of composition is £reater. 


ixed for to make 
marks as brief as possible. 

If 1 can have the attention of the House, | wil 
endeavor very briefly to notice some of the causes 
which have contributed to produce the losses sus 
te ained by Mr. Ritchie in the execution of the pub 
Lic > printing. it will be seen that they have arisen 
mainly from the action of Congress, and not from 
any fault of his own. The manner in which Mr. 

titchie became connected with the printing is wel 

understood by the House, and it is unnecessary 
for me to refer to it. It will be recollected that, at 
the becinning of the last Congress, this body did 
not organize until eighteen days after the time fixed 
bylaw. During this period the public printer w as 
Cc ompelled to be ready at all times to commence the 
execution of his work. It was necess: ary, and he 
was prepared with a fullcomplement of hands, at 
any moment to execute any work ordered. 
hands were under 
with. 

Mr. ORR. How many hands: 

Mr. STANTON. I cannot say what number 
of hands were then employed in the office, but | 
suppose a sufficient number for a prompt and 

speedy execution of any work ordered by Con 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr 
Orr] must be aware, that it was both the interest 
and duty of a business man, having upon his 
hands an undertaking of such magnitude as the 
printing of Congress, to be prepared at the first day 
of its session with a sufficient force to commence 
the work which may be ordered. The first job 
was the President’s message and accompanying 
documents, constituting a large item of the work. 
Well, sir, half a month expired before this or any 
other document came to the hands of the printer, 
although he was prepared at any moment to com 

mence the printing. Here, then, was a loss result- 


1] 
| 
i 


Thess 
pay, and could not be dispensed 


oress. 


ing to Mr. Ritchie, not from any fault of his own, 
but from the failure of Congress to organize. 
Sir, another source of loss to Mr. Ritchie, 


and 


































































1852. 
' ] 


which 1s not pro} erly considered 
was the delay in re ‘elving tl 
) 

»V tne 
was entitled to pay upon thedelivery of his work. 
In tl articular, Congress has not complied with 
ts obligation with Mr. Ritchie, and he has been 


y the House, 


money due him for 


work ¢ terms of his contract, he 


ike sacrif 


driven to m ] es to procure money to 
arry on the public work, when he had a right to 
expect it from Congress. Every practical Dusl- 


ess man knows what sacrifices are necessary to 


se money on a sudden emergency, no matter 
sufficient th 

the end of the 
t fund of the House 


sources cut off, and himself 


now yivent the borrower, or how 


Mr. Ritchie, before 


iseal year, found thec 


ontinere 


xhausted, his re 
lriven into the hands of brokers and others to 


solemn duty of 
is this an unu- 


rocure 


money, which it was the 


rrovided. Nor 


(C‘oneress to have 


ual thing. ‘The present contractor for the | iblie 
rintin S tnis very session of Congress been 
ubject to the same wro and required from the 
lecessily of tl ise to make the same sacrifices. 
He, », | een de for want of 
ind nd been com it hich rates 





of interest, when it was our duty to make provis- 





ion so as tos ire him against such a loss. 

But it is not only in these particul irs that Mr 
Ritchie has suffered at the hands of Congress, and 
for w f a just and liberal spirit upon the part 
(>) t ly I i ail t t] © { nt , rf the 
House tor few myments to S ‘ liberal ic- 

on ! i to ! 1 
Rit nl t was on ) 
ible to | s it we 

ra wit V il 

"h ) er ] \ rf 
lim, ! 1 é i ne € 
even | ) ct [ 
Rite! f that tl 

eco ( H S ne nade the bid, and it 
W e | by the fies of Congress We 

ino w, if LV ing entiment of 
honor in our hearts, repudiate the provisions of 
he co ra Tavo let » } ‘ ind hold him to a 
rigorot npiiance with those which are oppres- 
sive, I | re ere is not a man on this floor who 
vould do him so great Injustice It will be done 
inless e reve | yn of the House, and 
idopt he resol mnow fore | 

Sir, we ordered, du tl st Congress, thirty 
housand copies of the pro feedings of Congress 

pon the death of President Taylor. We forced, 
iV our ‘tion, nd against his remonstra ices, the 
vublic printes to execute them. This work, un- 
der the favorable wuse of his contract, which 
pays him two dollars per page for such work, for 
every hundred copies, amounts t out $60,000. 
No lawyer who examines the contract can doubt 
this. No business man who gives the subject his 
attention can, for a ile moment, hesitate as to 
this construction of the instrument. The officers 
if the H ge, who have ‘harge of the si yect., as 


l 


' ' 
is the high a 


nd law officers of the 
onecur in this Mr 
' 


contract 


counting a 


Government, all « opinion. 


Ritchie knew that if he did the work his 


would entitle him to more pay than the work was 
worth, and with the frankness which belongs to, 


- | } 1 
and is part of nh nature, he came to tnis House, 


apprised it of the fact, and generously offered not 


to take advant ize of this feature of his contract if 


the Ho ise 
ive portions of it. In 
a period of high prejudice upon the part 
Ritchie’s the House 


no attention to this magn 


would relieve him of the more oppres- 
1 moment of madness—at 
of Mr. 
was induced Lo pay 
d liberal otter 
forced the job 
him to execute it. | 
have here in my hand the letter of Mr. Ritchie, 
addres sed to Colonel Mi Will e,. and by him read 
to the House. I will read it, that all may see what 
was the proposition of Mr. Ritchie. 
I I 
WASHINGTON, 
DEAR Str: My attention has been called to a resolution 
from the Senate, and referred by the House of Representa 
tives to the Committee « Printing, of which you are the 
chairman. It relates to irinting of thirty thousand 
copies of the Eulogies in b liouses, with other transac 
tions connected with the fu | hono paid to the de 


wed Pr 


enemies- 
inimous al 


upon the part of Mr. Ritchie, but 


upon him, and compelled 


Tuesday morning 


sident of the | 


Althonech it is extremel lear t re that the printing of 
bis pamplilet talls within the contract ft he publi print 
vith w [ am connected ; j although I am satis 

f re advice of counsel, that this job would be 
t u nly profitable part of the contract, yet so 
greatis my confidence in the justi ind magnanimity of 


! 


will grant a liberal relief from the other 
very oppressive parts of the contract. and so great my desire 


Congress that they 
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that this pamphlet should be executed in the best sty 
which the American press is susceptible, that I « 
vield any interest | may have in its execution 

We could do the work very handsomely in the Union 
office, but there are some appliances 
be obtained in Philadelphia or other cities in the Nort 


in the rinting art to 


which would enable their press to execute the work ' 
more elegant style than we could display 

rheretore, to rid you of inv embarrassment 
general printing contract would impose upon you, | 
beg leave to be understood, that all the obligat t 
ontract are dispensed with on mv part ind | hope that 
you wil take all the necessary means to have the work 
executed in the most elegant stvle which suits this d 


Very tfully. 
To Colonel MceWitt.te, 

c) rman of the Printiy Co nittes 

What more honorable 


Ritchie in a more effect 


THOMAS RITCHIE 


} } 
shan ¢e} . 
tnan us H WwW cou 





evinced his indisposition to take 
Hiouse than by this prompt a 
I tion, ata time when the \ 
printing this pamphlet was up for consideratio 
Yet it seems the Hlouse .~ lab ring ul der some } 


itable prejudice against him, 


is frank 


I] | ‘ . ’ ‘ ’ ' | 
pelled him to proceed in he exe: ULION ¢ ne Work 


accou 


clate |! and renerous condi , but 


He did so, and the pamphlet was print lina 
stvle editable to him d to Cor rre . tle ex 
pended of his own means, in cash, from $8,000 
$10,000 in procuring it to be done, and has not to 
this day received from Congres \ 
forit! And why? Because, as I said 
a moment of madness and injustice to Mr. R 

ie House, just before itsa 1] surnment at 

SeSSLO1 f the last Congress, passed re 
directing the Clerk of the House and Seere y 
the Se late ft audit ind Settie all the 
pam) hlet containing the proceedings of ¢ 
regard tothe d h of President Taylor ! Ih par 
phi¢ yet remains to be paid ft » a 
quence of this 1 iterpo ition of the House ~not one 
cent of whatis rightly due Mr. Ritchie for th 
job has ever been paid to him I appe 
sense of justice of every honorable member of 
House, if this proceeding has not een n t 
gross injustice to the public printer. Ur 
provisions of Mr. Ritchie’s contract, I hav 
doubt, he could obtain redress in a court 

tice, he would be awarded for this job not 

tha 60,000. This is not all. A similai . 
embraced under the same clause of the contra 9 


yy Mr. Ritchie under the order 


mount he was legally entitle 


if 5 we, and ihe \ 


s $37,500. All but $10,000 of this sum } 
been withheld from him, and, [ think, 


and wrongfully withheld from 





38 Insists upon the enforcement of these 
>» contract which ire ul 
oppre ive to the contractor. 

facts which | have thus adverted to are i 
The c ict and the Journals of tl 


L} ontr 
body, prove them conclusively. 


) pie 


They show tl 


creat wrong and injustice has been done Mr. 
Ritchie, not only in the delay in the orga itio 
of th House, itl the failure Lo pay him as the 


work was delivered, but in the positive prohibi 


tion of the Elouse against his receiving anythi: 


for work due under the only profitable clause of 
} 


his contraet. Theterms of that contract ire p n, 
and not to ve misunderstood by any one who 
examines them with a view to arrive at the truth. 


yretense that the contract was unfairly 


There no | 
t understood. I 


made, or Was not 


presume at the 
time it was not apprehended that any consider 
amount of work would be ordered 
clause Who could foresee the 
this work Congr 
to order the work, and is bound 
by the obligations of the contract How unjust 
to resist his claim under the only item of 
which afford a profit, while all 
with the severest rigor. 


under this 
lamentable ev: 
ii ude 


while necessary °: 


thought proper 


prices others are 
enforced 

The $60,000 to which I have shown he ts justly 
entitled for the Taylor pamphlet, and which | \ 
iheld from him by the re 
ided to the ct 


been w lution of the 


Hou ‘ontrac »b done 


ce ft > 
ori ot 1é 


for the Senate under the same clause in the cor 
tract, amounts to $97,500, to which Mr. Ritchi« 
has a just and legal claim, subject only to a dedu 


tion of $10,000 for the amount paid by the Senate 


All this he agrees in his memorial to surrender, if 
pay at fift y per cent off 


you will fix his rate of 
the price of 1819. The effect will be 
his compensation under the 


to redur ‘ 
profitable clause of } 


I ct, ! are 
) I SiV i d \ 
~ le pe ey . t ‘ 
é f é . ’ nha 
ts eflect w vive Mr. R Sf 
. } 
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es, ) 
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‘ ‘ 
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Ritchie’s account 


for the publication of the Tay- 
That 

lution stands upon your Journals m full ferce 
and unrenealed 

Mr. FOWLER. I was notaware of that fact. 

Mr. STANTON. And I presume there are 
many others who oppose the relief to Mr. Ritchie 
who are not aware of the facts which make his 
elaim a pest and meritorious demand upon Con- 
Zress, 

Mr. HEBARD. [I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, for the purpose of getting 
information what 
compensation Mr. Ritchie will receive by the pas- 
sage of this resolmtion beyond what the law gives 
hime 

Mr. STANTON. I 


exe 


lor objtuaries and proc eedings of Coprress. 


upon this subject, 


believe if 
‘uted, and the contract 
to ite leval terms, 


the law were 
earried out according 
he would get but very little more 
nnoder the reaolution than he would under thelaw- 
I have repeatedly said that the law could not be 
carried out, as the Flouse had passed a resolution 
dding its officers to execnte it, and requiring 
to withhold from Mr. Ritchie the money he 
has earned under the law. , 

Mr. HEBARD. ‘That is not my question. Tf 
desire to know, as the contract is construed by 
the Hflouse, how much this resolution will give 
him beyond what the Honse has already agreed 
to cive him under the contract? 

Mr. STANTON. The sum of money Mr. 
Ritchie considers himself entitled te under the 
contract, for werk done according to its terms, 
and not settled for, is about $97,500. [f this res- 
olution passes, and the whole work is settled for 
according to its provision, Mr. Ritchie will not 
get much more than this sum in my judgment, 

Mr. HEBARD. That is not the inquiry. I 
do not know that T can make myself ancernesd. 

Mr. STANTON. IT regret that you cannot. T 


forbi 


them 


repeat again, that [do not believe Mr. Ritchie 
will get by the resolution much more than the 
$97,500, 

Mr. HEB ARD. Do you mean $97,000 beyond 


what he has already received ? 

Mr. STANTON. Beyond what he has actually 
received, 7 , 
Ir. JOHNSON. What has he received ? 

Mir. STANTON. One handred and thirty-five 

thousand dollars in all. ; 
Mr. HEBARD. I desire to ask if you have 
made any investigation to ascertain what the 
amount of his loss was, and whether what he will 
receive under the provision of this bill will make 
up or exceed the loss ? 

Mr. STANTON. I thought T had told that 
gentleman and this House all I knew upon that 
subject. I told them that my predecessor upon 
the Committee on Printing, Colonel McWillie, 
had madeas accurate a calculation as he knew how 
to make in reference to this long session of Con- 

and that $65,436 was calcalated to be his 
actual loss upon that printing. At the short ses- 
sion, the loss is in the same proportion. Now, if 
the gentleman can tell me what proportion the 
wrinting of the short session of the last Congress 
ears to the printing of the long session, [ wilf tell 
him exactly what amount of losses Mr. Ritchie 
has actually sustained. 

Mr. HEBARD. I wish to ask the additional 
question: Why it was not just as convenient to re- 
porta specific sum for the purpose of making up 
the losses, as to report in this indirect way, by 
which every member of the committee has to go 
into an investigation of losses for himself, or know 
nothing about it? 

Mr. STANTON. } 
paying the public printer, this House for the last 
thirty years has been pursuing precisely the same 
roundabout and indirect way of compensating that 

officer. The committee have followed only the 
oilhei v of Congress. ‘The public printers, except 
for a short period, have been paid in no other way 
since 1819, than by the prices then fixed, or with 
a per centage off. I have said Gales & Seaton un- 
dertook the printing of one Congress, at twenty 
per cent. off these prices. It was manifest to Con- 
gress, even at this high rate, that they lost money 
in the execution of the work. Congress very libe- 

rally, and perhaps justly, relieved them, by pay- 
ing the full prices of 1819. The prices Mr, Ritchie 
will receive by this law, if it passes, are only one 
half of ried ales & Seaton received, and the sum 
he will re e wil! be no more difficult to calculate. 


gre 8s, 


amount of 


If this is an indirect way of 
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If the full prices were not too much to give Gales 


& Seaton, at that period, when journeymen’s 
wages were twenty per cent. lower than now, 


surely no man should hesitate to give Mr. Ritchie 
his moderate demand of one half of these prices. 
‘The tesumony of Mr. Rives, to which | have be- 
fore alluded, shows that thirty-three and a third 
per cent. off would not be unreasonable. Mr. 
Rives himself, when associated with Mr. Blair, ex- 
ecuted the work and reeei¥ed pay at as high a rate 
as fifteen per cent. below the prices of 1819. 

{ appeal to the House not todeny to Mr. Rit- 
chie what he has asked for. 
ble or extravagant. He finds himself at the close 
of a Jong, laborious, and useful life, brought to the 
very brink of ruin from faithful efforts to execute 
a burdensome contract. The sum provided will 
save him from hopeless ruin, enable him to pay 
the debts created in the pubhe 
state him in the possession of the property he 
must sacrifice relieved. Who ean 


unless have 


the heart to turm away this venerable old man, | 


and deny to him what is so clearly his, by every 
consideration of justice and humanity ? 


But, | have no desire to prolong this debate, | 


and consume time at this late period of the ses- 
sion when so much of the public business is still 
pressing upon us. I only intended when I ob- 
tained the floor, to make a few remarks by way 
of explanation, and then demand the previous 
question; but if there is any gentleman who de- 
sires to debate the subject, 1 will g give him 
remains of my time. 

Mr. STANLY. 


this subject. 


Mr. STANTON. Have you anamendment to 
offer? 

Mr. STA NL Y. Ihave. 

Mr. STANTON. 1! cannot give way for that 


purpose. 
Mr. SPFANLY. 


and offer an amendment likewise. 
Mr.S 


STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. When this 


| bill was reported, 1 understood the gentleman 


(Mr. Sranton} to say that this bill would not 
sive more than $60, 000 to Mr. Ritehie. IF under- 
stand him now to say that it will give $95,000. 
Mr. SFANTON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Stan y] at that time, made an as- 


sertion to the effect that if this bill was passed, it | 


would give Mr. Ritchie $200,000. 

Mr. SFANLY. Yes, sir, and I ean demon- 
strate it. 

Mr. STANTON. I said at the time I did not 
believe it. My judgment was that it would be 
$60,000 or $80, 000. 


Mr. STE ‘VENS. The gentleman said $60,000. 
Mr. SFANTON. I said $60,090 or $80,000, 


according to my recollection. 


Mr. STEVENS. I did not hear the word 
eighty. 

Mr. STANTON. If the gentleman did not, it 
is not my fault. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman so mod- 


ify his amendment as to fix some specific sum, so 
that it will not be half a million? 

Mr. STANTON. I have not the power to 
modify it. lL told the gentleman from North Car- 


olina (Mr. Sranty] | would yield him a part of 


my time to make such remarks as he desired, but 
if he intends to offer an amendment to the propo- 
sition, I cannot consent to jt. 

Mr. STANLY. I wish to offer an amendment 
to limit the amount to $60,000. 
of importance, and suggestions on this subject 
should be heard. 

Mr. STANTON. 
your explanation. 

Mr. STANLY. 
and I can do it so plainly that no man will deny 
it, thatif this bill is passed it will give Mr. Ritchie 
more than $200,000. 

Mr. STANTON. 
question. 

Mr. ORR. 
down. 

Mr. STANTON. As there seems to bea gen- 
eral desire that I should withdraw the call for the 
previous question, I will do so. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me now to 
move to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, or will I have first to move 


[ insist upon the previous 


I appeal to the House to vote it 


| to postpone this subject. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 


[tis not unreasona- | 


service, and rein- | 


what 


I desire to say something upon 


I wantto make some remarks | 


This is a matter | 


I have no objection to hear | 


Iam going to demonstrate, 





Augen'®, 


order to oe to go into the Committee of the 
Whole, the gentleman having obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will this subject come u; 
in the morning again? , 

Phe SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. HOUSTON. ThenI move to postpone 
this subject to this day two weeks. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. For the sake 
of a little information, t would inquire if I am to 
understand by the motion that # makes this sub- 
ject a special order, or does it only postpone it to 
a day certain? 

The SPEAKER. 
to a day certain. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [understood , from the Speak- 
er, thatif I moved to go into the Committee of the 
Whole, this subject will be the business in order 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. [It is m order to move a 


postponement, and that is the question before the 
House. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked for tellers 
upon the motion; which were ordered; and Messrs. 
Streruenxs and Efamrron were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes SI, noes 66. 

So the House refused to postpone the subject, 
and it goes over until to-morrow. 


Mr. HOUSTON. TI move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. STANLY. 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr.STANLY. Whenthis question comes up 
again, who has the floor? 

FheSPEAKER. No one has been recognized. 

Mr. STANLY. Can Tf be recognized upon # 
now? Somebody must have it. 

Mr. ORR. I might contest that point with the 
gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. _ I have no objection to the 


gentleman taking the floor. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 


It is a motion to postpone 


Is that motion in order? 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. Some weeks ago, a bill to appropriate land 


scrip in final satisfaction of the Virginia military 
bounty land warrants, passed the Senate and was 
sent to this House. That bill has since been lost 
or mislatrd. I} move that the Clerk be directed to 


| inform the Senate of the oss of the bill, and request 
| them to furnish the House with a duplicate or 


duly certified copy of it. 
The question was taken,.and the motion was 
agreed to. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Hovsron, and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Bococx in the chair.) 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to take up House 
bill No. 220, making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the present fiscal year. 

‘Fhe question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In consequence of the very 
backward condition of business, and the great 
anrount of legislation essential to be done, Ido not 
propose to occupy the time I might otherwise be 
entitled to upon this bill. I wish the committee, 
however, to dispense with the first reading of the 
bill, and let it be taken up and read through by 


| paragraphs, as we did the civil and diplomatic 


bill; at which reading it will then be open to amend- 
ment. If any ; gentlemen propose to make politi- 
ca! speeches upon this bill, or to enter into a gen- 
eral debate upon it, | hope the committee will meet 
this evening, and take up the reference of the 
President’s message, where those speeches can be 


| made without delaying the public business. 


Mr. MEADE. I wish, Mr. Chairman, to offer 


| an amendment to this bill, and when I do offer it, 


I desire a few moments to explain it, and therefore 
I take this opportunity to read the amendment, 
and to address myself to this committee upon the 
subject of it. 

There was a memorial presented here at the be- 


} ginning of the session by a few survivors of the 


Petersburg volunteers, who served their term of 
twelve months on the Canada frontiers in the last 
war, and who were in several engagements. They 











canis ned themselves most igullandy, as Was sek 
fied to by the Commander-in-Chief. After having 
received their discharge on the 17th day of Oc- 
tober, 1813, they returned home to the town of 
Petersburg, where most of them lived, and from 
that time to this they have made many unsuccess- 
ful efforts to obtain from the Government the pay 
which they so richly earned in that campaign. 
W hen they were discharged on the frontier, there 

was put into the hands of the paymaster a sum 
sufficient to pay their arrearages and their expenses 
home. Unfortunately for that band of gallant 
volunteers, that paymaster proved unworthy of 
his trust and neglected to discharge the duties 
committed to him. He retained the money placed 
in his hands for that purpose, and a few years 
afterwards died insolvent. ‘Those volunteers re- 
ceived for their services but two months’ pay. 
The officers received about six months’ pay. 

Many applications have been made to the De- 

yartment here for the payment of those arrearages. 
Nhen the applications were made, the men were 
put off with the excuse that the Department had 
not received from the paymaster the pay rolls by 
which it could be determined how much each offi- 
cer and private had received. 

Those pay rolls have never been returned, and 
for a very important reason: No payments were 
made, and hence no list of payments could be re- 
turned. From this cause, there appears upon 
the records of the Department no evidence of any 
payments to this company, other than for the first 
two months of their service, for six months of the 
service of the officers. Applications have been made 
time after time by the survivors of this company ; 
but the accounting officers of the Department, 
for the first few years after the war, having refused 
to pay until the pay rolls could be recovered, or 
were returned by the paymaster, their successors 
in office also refused to make the payments for 
alike reason. They have been forced to come 
before the Congress of the United States, to re- 
ceive this tardy justice, and I have prepared this 
amendment to the Army bill, which I intend to 
offer in its — place. To pay them the arrear- 
ages now due, according to an estimate of the 
Third Auditor, will amount to about $10,099. 
That estimate is made upon the supposition that 
every member of this company, who returned 
from Canada, will apply for his arrearages; but I 
can state to the committee, that many of these 
men have long since died, and a great many of 
them having previously removed from the place 
of their nativity to the western country, and other 
places, their heirs are now, I may say, scattered 
to the four winds. I do not believe, if this bill 
were passed, more than one half of that company 
would make application for the arrearages due 
them. But it is immaterial whether they do or 
not. I appeal to the justice of this committee, to 
their sense of right, that these gallant soldiers be 
now paid what is due to them. We have passed 
many laws making voluntary donations of land 
to the soldiers in our various wars, as a testimony 
of our gratitude. These donations were merely 
gratuities; but whilst we have evinced such an 


unmistakable sense of our gratitude towards those 


who have served their country in the capacity of 
soldiers, we have utterly forgotten the debt which 
is due of right. 


Mr. PHELPS. With the permission of the | 


gentleman, | will make a brief statement. I learn 
that money was placed in the hands of a paymas- 
ter for the purpose of paying these volunteers. I 
also learn that that paymaster was faithless, and 
did not pay them. The Third Auditor’s office is 


now settling the claims of the soldiers of the war | 


of 1812, and paying to them whatever arrearage 
the muster or pay roll shows to be due them out 
of the regular appropriation for the aid and sup- 
port of the Army. This course, I learn, is being 
pursued, and that it was areason given for the in- 
crease of clerks in the Third Auditor’s office. 
Hence, then, if the pay roll shows anything due 
to these men, it can be paid, in my opinion, with- 
out further legislation. I should like to have some 
explanation from the gentleman with regard to 
that point. 

Mr. MEADE. Unfortunately, Mr. Chairman, 
the opinion just expressed by the gentleman from 
Missouri, in which opinion I most cordially con- 
cur, is not the opinion entertained by the Third 


Auditor and those to whom application has been | 


made. 
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Mr. P HE L PS. Denton thie session of Con- 
gress an application sent to me by one of my con- 
stituents for arrearage of pay due to a soldier who 
died some time during the war of 1812, has been 
settled in the Third Auditor’s offic e,end: a warrant 
upon the Treasury has been issued in favor of the 
widow or ad ministre itor of that deceased soldier 

Mr. COBB. I think [ understood the gentle- 
man from Virginia to state that no pay roll has 
been returned in consequence of the default of the 
pay master. 

Mr. MEADE. Yes, sir; I will explain this 


whole matter to the satisfaction of my friend from 


Missouri, before Lam done. I will let the com- 
mittee know exactly how the matter mean: The 
reason why these men are refused to be paid is 


because there has been no pay roll returned. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then one can 
from the muster roll. 

Mr. MEADE. The gentleman does not ap- 
prehend the state of the case at all. There is a 
pay roll of the first payment returned which ex- 
hibits the fact that these men have received two 
months’ pay and about half pay for their clothing; 
but there has been no pay roll returned since the 
first payment was made two months afier these 
soldiers were mustered into the service. And the 
position assumed by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury is, that until there is a return of a pay 
roll they w iil not pay these arrearages. The pres 
ent Auditor says that he would pay them if the 
position had not been assumed by his predeces- 
sors that they would not pay w ithout a return of 
the pay roll. He does not feel disposed to revoke 
their decision without a special : act of Congress. 
That is the position which he assumes at this 
time. Now, whether it is a just one or not, is 
not for me to determine. It presents, however, a 
barrier to the payment of these men which they 
cannot overcome, and application is now made to 
Congress to authorize the Auditor, who feels these 
scruples, to do what he himself says he would 
voluntarily do but for the impediment presented 
by the previous policy adopted by his predeces- 
sors. The ground taken by his predecessors was 
that without these pay rolls, the Department 
could not ascertain what arrearages were due. 
But the committee will perceive at once that it is 
a position which could not be sustained in any 
court of justice. Here are services performed. 
There is no doubt about that. There 1s no ques- 
tion made but that these men served out their 
time. Evidence of that is on record; but there 
is no evidence of payment for these services, ex- 
cept for the first two months for which returns 
have been made. Will any man say that itis in- 
cumbent upon these soldiers not only to show by 
the rolls of the Department they have served their 
term of twelve months, but also prove the nega- 
tive that the Government has never paid for those 
services? Why, sir, it appears to me to be suffi- 
cient for them to establish the fact that they have 
performed the services, and it is for the Depart- 
ment to prove the fact that they have paid them. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 desire to make the inquiry 
of the gentleman from Virginia whether there are 
any muster rolls in the Department, showing the 
length of time these volunteers served ? 

Mr. MEADE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well. Then the very 
basis upon which a pay roll is made out is in the 
office, and a pay roll for the residue of their term 
can be made out and perfected. 

Mr. MEADE. Mr. Chairman, why should 
the gentleman from Missouri—and I beg his es- 
pecial attention, because I see he is not disposed to 
refuse these soldiers payment—insist we should 
continue to go before the Auditor, when he says 
that he cannot pay, unless he is authorized by 
law? It is like holding out a stone to these men, 
and telling them it is bread. 


The following is the letter the Auditor wrote me 
upon the subject: 


be made out 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ? 
Tutrp Avpiror’s Orrice, June 14, 1852. § 

Sir: In compliance with your request, I have the honor 

to inclose to you herewith, a copy of the rolls on which 


Captain Richard McRae’s company of Petersburg volunteers 
were paid two months’ pay in advance in 1812, by Paymas 
ter Samuel Turner; say from the 16th October to the 16th 
December, 1812. In addition to the above-mentioned pay- 
ment, Major Turner paid each member of the company, 
$16 in lieu of six months’ clothing. The company entered 
the service under the acts of the 6th February and 6th July, 
1812, on the 16th October, 1812, to serve twelve months. 
The muster rolls, showing that the company served twelve 
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months, yy rolls or 


rece 


are ou file in this office; buatthere are ; 
pt rolls to ex As before stated to vou, James 
G. Chalmers was appointed paymaster to the volunte 

on their march to Fort Meigs, ved from Paymas 

ters Hunt and Huntingdon, funds sufficient te pay the com 

pany, trom the l6th December, 112, hb time at had 
been paid by Major Turner, to the termination of tts service 

in Oet but h has failed to return 
Captain McRae’s company : co 
certained to whatextent 


nd 


rresp 
and rece 
to wilt 


ber, 1R13; nny rolls of 


iequently it cannot be as 


ori atall—he paid the company 
Within the last twenty years several applications have been 
made by different members of the company for their pay ; 
but payment has, tn all cases, been resisted, on the ground 
that, in the abse ofthe rolls, showing what had been re 
ceived, and what remained due, it would be unsafe to make 
allowance 
With great respect, your obedient servant. 
KOHN S. GALLAHER, .duditor 
Hon. R. K. Meapve, House of Representatives 
Here is another letter from the same rentle- 
man: 
Tutrpo Avunrror’s Orrin Ju 3, 1852 
Dear Str: T annex on the opposite sheet th rmof an 
amendment to authorize this office to pay ft balar 
which | am now satisfied is due to the Petersburg volun 
teers, Whose pay for nine months was withheld by Pay 
master Chalmers. 
Ifit were an original application, with the statement 
Captain McRae, now presented, and the appropr 


sufficient, [ should feel it ns ! 
, but as my prede« clined action with 
authority otf preter a direct 
tion to pay the 
The delinquency of an agent of the Government has kept 
these worthy volunteers their just du and this 
wrong ought now to be repaired tn the best manner possible 
With great respect, yours, 
INO. S&S. GALLAUER, Auditor 


Meape, House of Repres fati 


arrearages were 
the claimants 
out the 
struc 


yy duty to 
essorda 
1 would 


Congress, 


amount 


out of 


Hon. R.K 


To the honorahle the Congress of the United State 
We, whose names are hers to subscribed, being a few 
of the remaining survivors of the Petersburg Volunteers 


respectfully represent to ve 
pany of which we were a 
Great Britain, and which went from 
to the Canada frontiers, and were 
the 2ist of October, 1812, and ged at Detre 
i7th of October, 1813, received pay for only three ov 

of the term of our service, except the officers of the com 
pany, who received pay for six months; that we were en 
titled to the price of our arms, Which were returned to the 
War Department; and also to rations and mileage from De 
troit to Petersburg, a distance of about seven hundred and 
fifty miles 


orable body, that the com 
in the warof 1812 with 
Petersburg, Virginia, 


mustered into service on 


urhor 
rrurt 


dischar it on the 


mths 


We trust that by a =p ecial act for our relief you will ren 
der to us and to the ompany the simple justice which we 
are confident our eountis will approve 

JOHN H. SAUNDERS, 
REUBEN CLEMENTS, 


THO. B. BIGLER 
State of Virginia, city of Petersburg, to wit: 

This is to certify, that I, Richard McRae, was the 
tain of the Petersburg Volunteers, and that the 
stated in the foregoing memorial are true I further certify 
that the paymaster, James G. Chalmers, when he returned 
to Petersburg, twelve months after the company was dis 
charged, was insolvent 

Given under my hand at Petersburg this 25th day of May, 
1852. RICHARD MeRAR, 

Late Captain Petersburg Vol 
City of Petersburg, State of Virginia, to wit: 

This day, Richard McRae, late c aptain of the 
Volunteers, (who is personally known to me,) personally 
appeared before me, Jno. W. Nash, of the circuit court for 
the city aforesaid, and subscribed in my presence, and made 
oath to the truth of the foregoing certificate. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of May, 1852 

JNO. W. NASH 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Is this the 
same claim that was referred to the Military Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. MEADE. Theclaim was referred 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STEVENS. That committee reported 
against it. 

Mr. MEADE. No, I understand from the 
gentleman who had charge of the papers that he 
reported favorably to the committee, and they, 
regarding it as a private claim, directed it to be 
reported back to the House, with the request that 
it should be referred to the Committee on Private 
Claims. 

Mr. a I may be mistaken, but my 
recollection is, that that committee directed the 
rentleman cua Virginia to report against it, upon 
the ground that it was a question of defective 
proof, and that the law was amply sufficient, pro- 
vided there was proof. I may be mistaken, but 
that is my recollection. 

Mr. MEADE. The papers I am now reading 
have been procured since that petition was re- 
ferred, and they contain ample proof. I presume, 
sir, the papers then before the committee was a 
bare petition, without the proof necessary to 
establish the claim. But now, I presume, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, with the proofs | 
have, would not hesitate to admit the claim. 

Mr. Chairman, I received a few months ago the 


‘ ‘ 
facts 


inteers. 


Petersburg 


to the 


sir: 
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resolutions of the Virginia Legislature upon this 
,in which her Representatives in Congress 
were requ sted to present the claims of these pat 
- volunteers to the consideration of Congress 


S ubject 


and press the payment of them. 


And with these 


rot 


resolutions was a copy of their discharge by the 
Commanding General; and I venture to assert 
there is not upon the records of the War Depart 
ment a more ( omplimentary notice than the one 
voluntarily given to them upon that occasion. ! 
wish I had the paper by me, for the purpose of 


recoding it to the committee. 

Mr. CASKIE If the gentleman thinks it 
I know he will, of sufficient importance in speal 
ing of the service of this company, I would ask 


him to say whether his own city did not get the 
name by which it goes throughout Virginia—the 
Cockade City—because of the services of these 
men she sent to Canada? 
Mr. MEADE. I believe the gentleman ites 
i historica! fact: but I did not wish to indulge the 
egotism of boasting it myself. 1 will state that | 
have received within the last few days, from the 
rallant old captain of that company, a letter, in 
which he urges the passage of this bill. ‘That old 
man, after buffeting with the world for twenty 
vears, was but a few years ago summoned home 
by — friends. [lereturned, bentand worn down 
with old 3 ind service. He is now living upon 
eir bounty, not being able, from physical weak- 
to labor for a livelihood. He enjoyed a 
mall office a few year ago, whose lieht duties he 
was able to perform, and did perform. From this 
iflice he has been er This is the condition 
tonly of the captain of that company, but it is 
it of seve al others. aaa of them were 
ed in that service. A portion of them returned 


home wounded, I was well acquainted with a 


! mober ot that company, a crllant Scotchman, 
: , ' . 1 ' 
vho miraculously recovered from a bullet hole 

1 
through his body. I bee leave to present to the 
ymmitter tatement of facts, under oath, from 
1 old citizen of the town of Petersburg. t 
tt before the committee that had charge of 
this petition It is the affidavit of Captam John 

Pollard, whose name, wherever itis known, isa 

ra rantee for the truth of any statement he may 

make 

City of Petershure, to wil 
Phis day John Pollard personally appeared before me, a 

justice of the peace for the said city, and made oath that he 

is now in the sixty-seventh year of his age, and is a native 
of the city of Petersburg, where he bas always resided: 
that he well remembers the volunteer cOmpany commanded 
by Captain Richard McRae, which marched from Peters 
burg, in {812, to join the western army, under General Har 

rison, and known as **The Petersburg Volunteers ;’’ that 
he was well acquainted with a great many of the members 
of that company, both before and alter their return trom the 
army, and was well acquainted with James G. Chalmers, 
who was the paymaster, as he was informed and believes 


ot the 
ta 
burg, 


battalion « 
hed ; 


he 


r regiment to which said company was at 
that after the return of the said company to Peters 
alwavs heard and understood from allot those with 


whom he conversed upon the subject, that the members ot 


id company only received three or four months of theirs 
pay, OWing to the failure and insolvency of the said Chal 
mers; that the said Chalmers returned to Petersburgin a 
state of insolvency, and remained in Petersburg for three or 
four years alter his return, and died in Petersburg in a state 
of insolveney; that one of the members of the company, 
Joseph C. Noble, lived with this afflant, a journeyman, 
both before and after his return; that a ab ve statement 
of tacts, as it regards the failure of the said paymaster to 
make payment to the members of the company, was con 
firmed by the said Noble, who also informed this affiant on 
his return home, that he had been compelled, for the want 


of funds, to stop in the city of Pittsburg and work asa jour 


neyman saddler, by which he raised tunds, not only for his 
own expenses, but to enable him to aid his brother soldiers 
of the same company to reach their homes; that the failure 


of the company to receive their pay was often a subj: 
conversation among the members of the company 
return, in the presence of this affiant. and was 
made by all of them, and was of 
burg atthattime. In testimony 
has subscribed his name to the 
made oath to the same. JOHN POLLARD. 
Sworn to before me, W. E. Hinton, a justice of the peace 
for the city of Petersburg, this 26th day of May, 1852. 
E. HINTON, J. P. 


et of 
, after their 
sa statement 
general notoriety in P 
whereof, the said Poliard 
foregoing statement, and 


ters 


These soldiers have always believed that the ac- 

ounting officers of the Treasury would ultimately 
pay them, and hence it is that they have never be- 
fore made application to Congress. There is an- 
other reason for thedelay. A vreat many of them 
were not in need of the money which was due to 
them. They were young and ‘athletic at that time, 
and found it more e profitable to work, than to stand 
at the door of the Treasury. They are now old 

and infirm, and some of themin want. They now 


ask you for the payment of a debt to the m, W hile 
you are bestowing bounties on others. 

" There are fifty-three privates provided for in this 
estimate of the Auditor—five sergeants, six 
porals, and two musicians, besides the office rs. 


cor- 


justice to these gallant soldiers, I shal! ask that 
this debt be paid to them, wiht interest from the 
time at which it should have been paid. It ought 
to have been p iid to them at the time the y were 


For twenty years some of them have 
making fruitless efforts to obtain their hard- 

earned wages, and now I hope that complete jus- 
will be done them. The families of most of 
them are living in my district; many of them are 
in very needy circumstances, and it is therefore I 


appeal to the generosity, as well as the justice of 


discharged. 
peen 


lice 


this House, thatin ordering payment to these men, 


they wi | direct that interest be paid from the 17th 
of October, 1813. 

Mr. Chairman, I have made a plain statement 
of the facts of the case; a statement which is cor- 


This thing should be 
provided for in one of theappropri: ation bills—the 
Army bill. The amendment provides for the pay- 
mentof arrearages to soldiers, who have performed 
their dutie s gallantly, and have received the testi- 
mony of their commanding officers as to their gal- 


roborated by record p roof, 


antry and good conduct. I hope that my friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Prevrs] is satisfied, that if 
these men were to be sent again to the T hird Audi- 
tor they would receive the same reply as heretofore: 
that his predecessors had refused, on account of 


the 


absence of the pay roll, and that he could not, 
without the authority of law, reversetheir decision. 


The question now is, whether these men are to 
uffer for the fault of the Governmentagent? The 
paymaster was the agent of the Government, not 


of the company. If he has not furnished the evi- 
dence by which the amount of money due to these 
men can be ascertained to the satisfaction of the 
Government, it isthe muisfortu ne of the Govern- 
ment. ‘The soldiers cannot be charged with any 
delinquency, except for not sooner prefe rring their 
petition to Concress for the passage of a spec ial 
bill in their favor. I trust that the remembrance 
of their patriotic services will insure a proper at- 
tention to the > pe tition of these men. They have 
earned a distinction not for themselves alone, but 
for their home, which is often the boast of the 


that Strangers 


wish tocompliment the city of 


and visitors who 
Petersburg, never 


people of state. 


fail to speak of the ever memorable services of her 


volunteers. 
I rerret that I have 
their General. 


by me the discharge of 
At the termination of their service, 
he speaks of them as men who have been nursed 
in the lap of ease; they thought 
pay the y were to receive; 
drew 


not 


the 
a more ennobling feeling 
They were then young, 
bold, and aspiring; they are now old and in want; 
they naturally turn to their G yvernmentfrom which 
they r demand on! ly a compliance with their engage- 
ment. That Government will not be so heartless 


not then of 


them to the frontier. 


as to tell the m they must be content as heretofore 
with the of their achievements. 
Mr. Sc UDDER next took the floor, and ad- 


Oo lory 


dressed the committee an hour upon the subject of 


showing that the claim 
England is in 


the fisneries, and 


set up by 


in now 


the United States, under the treaty with that 
Power. [This speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to the committee 


that we go into the House and pass a resolution, 
closing debate upon the Army appropriation bill 


to-morrow at twelve o’clock. Wecan have an 
evening session, and gentlemen then will be af- 
forded an opportunity to make hour speeches. 
Mr. POLK. 1 object; for the reason that we 
have passed many bills without any discussion 
at all. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 


do now rise. 


\ Member. I[ demand a division upon that 
motion. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will then withdraw my 


motion, as I am satisfied there is no quorum pres- 
ent. I shall move, when we get into the House, 
to close the debate upon this bill at twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Ihave something 
to say in reply to the remarks of my colleague, 
(Mr. Oxps.] He is not now in his seat, and i 
should prefer. that the committee ‘would take a 


violation of the rights of 
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recess. There are other gentlemen who desire to 
speak, as I understand, upon political matters gen- 
erally, and I will, therefore, submit the motion 
that the committee take a recess until six o’clock 
this evening. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then addressed the commit- 
tee an hou defending Mr. Corwin against a 
charge made against him by his colleague, {Mr. 
Ops,] that he had assisted in perpetrating a fraud 
upon the Treasury, by prosecution of the Gard- 
iner claim. He denied that Mr. Corwin had any 
connection with the prosecution of that claim; but 
asserted that, on the contrary, he had abandoned 
any connection with it be fore he —_ charge of the 
Treasury Department. He then, by way ofcon- 
trast, entered into an examination of the defalea 
tions of public officers under Democratic Admin- 
istrations. He also spoke of the position of Gen- 
eral Scott upon all the great questions which have 
been in issue between the two principal parties of 
the country, maintaining that he was a true Whig 
in regard to protection, river and harbor improve- 
ments, the veto power, and the distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands. 

[His remarks will be found in the Appendix. | 

Mr. SKELTON next obtained the floor, 
yielded it to 

Mr. HENN, on whose motion the committee 
took a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 


but 





EVENING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole on 
the Union resumed its session at 7 m, 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SKELTON] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. i R EEMAN. With the conse 
gentleman from New Jersey, I will that I 
have desired forsome time to address the commit- 
tee upon the subject of the public land policy of 
the United States. It is known that a couple of 
railroads of my State have been, and are still, be- 
fore the Committee of the Whole. The session 
is far advanced, and the probability is, the y will 
not come up for discussion; and as s there is a great 
deal of pressing business before us, I will ask leave 
of the committee to publish a printed argument 
upon the subject. {This speech is published 
the Appendix. ] 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. SKELTON said that he rose for the pur 
pose of redeeming a pledge made to the House a 
few days since. It would be recollected that in a 
discussion which then took place, a charge was 
brought against his State by the honorable mem- 
ber from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson]—a charge 
which was derogatory to the fair fame of that State, 
and which appeared to demand a reply and an ex- 
planation. He would state that whatever remarks 
he might now make, were not intended to havea 


the state ot 


’ 
oO clock, Dp. 


nt of the 


state 


personal bearing, for the gentleman from Arkan 
sas, who brought this charge against his State, 
afterwards made such an explanation as to satisfy 


him that he had no intention of misrepresenting 
the State of New Jersey or her Representatives. 
The remark made by the gentleman was, that 
‘* the State of New Jersey levied a tax upon pas- 
sengers pi issing through it, for the purpose of sup- 
porting its Government.”’ It was this point to 
which he wished toreply. At the time the charge 
vas made he pronounced it unfounded, and as- 
serted that there was no truth in it; and he would 
now reiterate that there was no tax levied upon 
any stranger passing through the State of New 
Jersey. All citizens of the States of this Union, 
whether from the East, West, North, or South, 
had the privilege, without restraint or taxation, to 
pass through the State of New Jersey. There is, 
he said, a tax levied on the Camden and Amboy 
Railroad C ‘ompany of ten cents a passenger; but 
if this was taken off to-morrow the fare would not 
be reduced. ‘Therefore, it was not a tax on the 
passengers. ‘The corporation was required to 
contribute to the support of the State as well as 
individual citizens, to which there can be no ob- 
jection. This State has ever shown a solicitude 
to guard the interests of the citizens of every State, 
and to guard persons passing through its limits 
from imposition by chartered associations. He 
then referred to the past history of the State to 
show that its character was beyond reproach. 


Mr. NEWTON next obtained the floor. He 


gave the outlines of a speech which he intended 
to prepare for publication, the leading features of 
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essentially severe in all its important provisions; 
that there was no cause for its severity, and there 
were palpable reasons why a change should be 
made in its essential features. Healso contended 
that every attempt to enforce it was attended with 
decide diy more ev il than beneficial effects, and t' 
no law of this character could be 
did not meet the confidence of an enlightened com- 
munity; for whenever it became necessary to ex- 
ecute a law, confidence was important to give it 


validity. [See Appendix. ] 


Mr. ROSS gave at length the 
would influence him against any modification of 
the tariff of 1846, particularly any modification 
which would render its duties more protective than 
they now are. He was opposed to what was 
ealled the home valuation, and in favor of ad va 
lorem duties, looking forward with pleasurable 
emotions to the period when commerce shall be 


less shackled than itis now. [See Appendix. ] 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 


floor. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania vield me the floor fora few minutes ? 


Mr. STEVENS. I will allow 


from Virginia a few minutes, to 


mit, but merely an explanation. 
yield the floor for explanation. Butthe gentleman 
trom Virginia [Mr. FauLkKner] cannot 
ny proposition to the committee without taking 
° if anvbody 
Pennsylvania 
The centle- 
man can yield the floor by unanimous consent. 
Mr. STEVENS. I hope the House will allow 


le bees a ae 
the floor altogether, in which 
else gets it, the gentleman fi 


Mr. Stevens] would lose the floor. 


it by unanimous consent. Lam qui 
i 


it should come out of my time. 


Mr. F 


gress of this bill befor t 


following amendment to the sixth page, one hun 


dred and thirty-first line of the bil 


ViISO: 
Provided, That from and after the 


is hereby, repealed; and f 
hall be under that system of superinte 


prior to the passage of said act 


Mr. FAULKNER said that 


} 


district in which one of t 


located: that vreat dissatisfaction existed with the 


1} ' 
system now established there 


here instr ted by that portion of his pe ple inter- 
ested in these establishments to procure, if prac- 
ticable, a inge from the military to the system 


of civil superintendency. The question was one in- 
volving hieher rin Ip es and deeper consequences 
than seemed at first sight. He had brought the 
subject before the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and that committee had, several months ago, 
ordered a report and bill, but no opportunity had 
occurred, under the rules of the House, to lay it 
before that body. The report and bill had not 
yet been prese nted, which he and his constituents 
He determined to 
avail himself of the occasion which he now 
joyed under the usages of the committee, to pre- 
sent his views in full upon the respective merits of 
thetwosystems. So that if his amendment s 
be ruled to be out of order when it came un, in 
the progress of the present bill—s 
give the House full possession of the grounds upon 
which he rested his views of the proper system of 
Government for the armories; and if the bill from 
the Military Committee should yet come up before 
the end of the session, the argument 
would better prepare their minds for action on the 
bill when it did come up. [The remarks of Mr. 
I’. will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, addressed 
thecommitteean hour, in examination of the Presi 
dential platform, and the principles involved therein. 
He repudiated all such platforms. 
ing the present condition of the slavery question, 
and warning the South against the effects upon 


recarded as a great hardship. 





enforced which 


reasons W hi th 


gentleman 
; taken out of 
my time, i I shall not lose the floor thereby. 

The CHAIRMAN. If it is ( 


which the gentleman from Virginia wishes to s 


proposition 


: 
e willing that 


AULKNER. [rise, sir 
that I will, at the proper time,and during the pro- 


| he itt Top 
i DbeTOre 1e committee, offer the 


ind to add after 
the clause making an appropriation of $250,000 
for the manufacture of arms, the following pro- 


ot October 
next, so muchof the act of Congress, approved August 23d, 
1852, as places the national armories under the superintend 
ence of an officer of the Ordnance Corps be, and the same 
rom that day said armories 


idence which existed 


represented a 


1e National armories 


made now 


After discuss- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


which would be in opposition to the fugitive slave 
law. He contended that the fugitive slave law 
was unconstitutional, and that it was entirely and 


themselves, of the ultra policy they were attempt 


ing to enforce upon the country, he spoke of the 
Presidential c indidates, and eulogized the military 
and civil capacities of General S ott, and dy ‘ 
ted his fitness for the Presidency See A 
dix. } 

Mr. ORR moved that the ymmiuttee rise 

The que ion Was put and the motion was agreed 


to 
lhe committeea ‘ordingly rose, and the Speaker 


having resumed the Chair, the chairman of the 


committee (Mr. Bocock) reported that the Com 
mittee of the W hole on the state of the [ nion fi z, 
iccording t » order, had the stat f thet lon ger 
erally under consideration, and particularly Ho 
bill No. 220, making appro vriation for the Ar ; 
for the present fis¢ il year, nd had ome to no 


conciusion thereon 


Mr. HOUSTON. lask leave of the House to 


report the fortification bill 


Mr. Kl NG of New Yi rk. = ere | im quorum 
present, and | object. 


On motion by Mr. FOWLER, the House then 





adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m 
PETITIONS, & 

The tollowing petitions, memorials, & were pr 
under the rule, and reterred to the appropriate commit 

By Mr. MeNAIR The petition Da S. Shu 
ind 49 others, for a mail route from Pottsville to Allentow 
in Pennsylvania 

By Mr. JONES, of New York he petition of Davy 
Montgomery, of Onondaga county, in the Stat CN 
York, an in | pensioner, for furth i 

By Mr. SCUDDER rhe petitions of Amo ind 
Anthony Kelley and others, of Massachusetts, as Wy ! 
an armed force ot the United States Navy may be dispat 
to the Gu f St. Lawrence and adjacent waters, to giv 
countenar ind protection to the i 

iv Mr. BRIGGS The mem ul of Ralph D 
ind others king Congress forthe passag 

tter t irity 0 ivé ou board « ve 


tin 

Also, E. T. Ke yand others, for the sam 

Also, William H. Woodman and others, for t i 
Also, T. Negus & Son, and others, for the sam 


liso, Hunt, Brother & Co., and others, r the aire 
Also, P. H. Diamond and others, for i 
Also, Edward Seymour and others, for the san 
By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition « Ib 
Ottorp and 94 other citizens along t ! te, praving 


post road from Sparta to Querson, in the parish of Bien 
Louisiana. 


By Mr. ALLISON Three petition igned by RK 


t ‘ = 


D. Robinson, William MeCallister, and 223 othe 

of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying for the p 

ofa bill introduced by the Hon. Edward Svranty, app 
priating certain moneys in al 1 of the American Colon 


zation Society. 
Also, a similar petition, signed by Professor R. H. L 


and 35 others, citizens of Washington county, Pen 
vania. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of G. 'T’. Cobb & Co., 
and others, citizens of New York, asking Congress for tl 
passage of a law tor the better protection « ves on boar 
ots iunboat 

Also, R. P. Thurston and others, fo un 

Also, H. F. Judson and othe the sam 

Also, S. C. Brittan and others, for the same. 


By M ROBBINS ih 


Esq., Hon. William Strong, and 132 other citizens o 


Pennsylvania, amongst whom are inventors, patentees 


Inanufacturers, and ot citizens, asking Congress to pa 
an act that will rest them the practical bene 

appeal from the Pate Office to a court of law, and also t 
raise the salar the Commiussione! Patents to & OO 


IN SENATE 
'ripay, elugust 13, 1852 


Prayer ry the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. ButLer 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, if itis the ple ire 





of the Senate to zo on with private busine to 
day, according to our rule, | shi not te! 

any o! jection, though I cons ! id 
so. 1 do not believe thata private bill, whi may 


pass at this period of the session, will have th 


slightest chance in the world of being t 


the House of Representatives, and therefore per 


haps we may as well go on with the publi us 


ness. But lI repeat, if the Senate choose to go on 
with private bills, | shall interpose no objection. 
If they do not, it is my desire to move to take up 


the bill for the construction of a ship-canal around 


the Falls of the Sault Ste. Marie. The friends of 


that bill have frequently riven way for the pre 


sure of other business. 1 will not, howe ver, 1D 


mit the motion to suspend the execution of 


order if it is the pleasure of the Senate to vo on 


with it 


ay 


that on last objection day I inadvertently objecte 


to the consideration of a bill for the relief of Isaa: 


tit. 
Mr. ADAMS. j desire to ask the favor of the 
Senate, before the motion is submitted, to ite 





SIDENT [Che Senator cannot mak 
m s the recular ordet 
‘ t ‘ \ t fsus 
€ led 
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mittee on t particular subject will be rece ved 


Mr. CASS It ought to be received 

Mr. BUTLER. It ought to be received as a 
question of privilece If « red t [ then be 
uid over till Monday 


The Select Comu t te app ted on the 6th 
Aucuet. ) port. t t t morning of the lath of 
August, 1252, Jo MeG sa ur before the commit 
tee. havir en ' las a nes The com 
ittee. read the resolution of the 
“Senate und t were organized, to Mr. MceGin 
3, and also the { ft sath which he was required to 
take, which is in these word ‘You do swear that the 
timony which i may give on the present occasion, 
iching wu satters embraced in the resolution of th« 


{ ted States Senate. of the 6th of August, 1852, whic! 


. 


ory 
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‘you have just heard read, shall be the truth, the whole, 
‘trout ind nething but the trath, so help you God.’ Mr. 
MeG was then requested to take said oath, which he 
‘ ined doing Phe committee therefore recommend the 


tion of the following resolution: 
tevolved, That John MeGinnis, in refusing to take the 


yath propounded to bin by the Select Committee of the 
nate, raised on the 6th of August, 1652, has committed a 
contempt against the authority of this body, and that the 


Sergeant at-Armes take into custody, and imprison him in 
the jail of the District of Columbia until he shall consent to 
take said oath, or until the further order of the Senate.”’ 
Mr. HOUSTON, 1 hope the resolution will 
now be considered and adopted. It is not neces- 
ry to consume the time of the Senate with re- 


i 
MaArKs 


upon it. ‘he facts are all given in the 
report, 
Mr. BUTLER, It had better go over until to- 
morrow, 


The PRESIDENT. It can be considered at 
time only by unanimous consent. 
[t accordingly went over. 
PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The PRESIDENT. This is the day upon 
which, if any bill is objected to or leads to debate, 


it must go over till next Friday. 
JOHN WHITE'S HEIRS. 
Mr. CHARLYVON. I move to suspend the 
order, to enable me to take up Senate bill for the 


relief of Catharine Proctor Hayden, only child and 
heir of John White, deceased, late Lieutenant 
Colonel in the fourth Georgia battalion of the 
revolutionary Army. It will cause no discussion. 
I will undertake, in a few minutes, to explain it 
sutisfactorily tothe Senate. It is the case of a 
widow lady who has been a long time in need of 
the hounty which is proposed to be given, and it 
will wive rise to extraordinary Statements—state- 
ments that will be true and extraordinary at the 
i am sure it will not take up five 
minutes of the time of the Senate. I move to sus- 
pend all private bills on the Calendar preceding 
that, for the purpose of taking it up. 

Mr. MILLER. Lhope we shall go on in order. 
I have two or three cases which I think are en- 
titled to as much sympathy as the one mentioned 
by the Senator from Georgia. 

“Mr. BRIGHT. Ido not wish to disturb the 
order of the Calendar, but if this privilege is 
granted to my friend from Georgia, [| must ask a 
hike priv ilege. I have acase which is far towards 
the end of the Calendar, and lam afraid it will 
not be reached to-day; but if the privilege is 
erranted to the Senator from Georgia, of course the 
Senate will grant me the same privilege. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


THOMAS H. LEGGETT. 

The PRESIDENT. The first bill upon the 
Private Calendar is that for the relief of Thomas 
H. Leggett. 

ir. DODGE, of lowa. I move to postpone its 
consideration until Friday next. The Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] who reported it, 
Is not in his seat. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MARK BEAN AND RICHARD H. BEAN. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill upon the 
Calendar is that for the relief of Mark Bean and 
Richard H. Bean, of Arkansas. 

Mr. DAVIS. That bill was under discussion 
the other day, and perhaps the Senate are ready 
to vole upon tt. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I was one of those who 
discussed the matter. I have no objection to a 
test vote being taken’in some way or other with- 
out any further discussion; and, for the purpose 
of trying the Senate on the subject, I move that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed, and upon that 
motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The veas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I was not present when that 
bill was discussed before, and I should like to 
hear from the Senator from Arkansas, who re- 
ported it, some statement of its object and char- 
acter. 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 had a conversation with 
the Senator from Kentucky this morning, who 
presented objections to the bill when it was last 
under consideration, and we concluded not to dis- 
cuss it any more, thinking that it had been suffi- 
ciently discussed already; but if other Senators 
wish to discuss it, it had better be laid over, so 


Same time. 


concerned, that the question shall be taken with- 
out discussion, believing that I have discussed its 
merits sufficiently before, and that the Senator 
from Kentucky has said all in opposition to it 
which could be well urged. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am perfectly willing 
to meet the proposition of the Senator from Ar- 
kansas. We have had a very elaborate discussion 
on this subject; but if the Senate wish us to go 
into it again, in order to understand it, of course 
it must be passed over; and when it comes up we 
can again briefly state our views. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be passed 
over. 

HENRY KING. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to consider the bill for the relief of the 
representative of Henry King. It proposes to 
direct the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to pay to the 
legal representative of Henry King, the sum of 
$5,140, ut being for the service of Henry King in 
the third Maryland regiment, and in the Commis- 
sary Department, during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. BAYARD. Heretofore I moved an amend- 
ment to that bill, to which I think its friends will 
accede. It is to reduce the sum appropriated. As 
the bill stands, it pays principal and interest. I 
am not opposed to paying the principal, but I am 
opposed to the allowance of interest for a period 
of forty years. It is not mentioned in the bill 
how much is principal, and how much is interest; 
but it is shown by the report. 

Mr. FOOT. lL will state to the Senator from 
Delaware that the principal is $1,817 36. 

Mr. BAYARD. The interest allowed is four 
times the amount of the principal. [I move there- 
fore to strike out $8,140, and insert $1,817 36. 

Mr. FOOT. I will consent to that rather than 
that the bill should be passed over. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 
was concurred in, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


HIRAM MOORE AND JOHN HASCALL. 
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The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 


the Whole, to consider the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Hiram Moore 
and John Hascall. 

It proposes to grant unto Hiram Moore and 
John Hascall, citizens of the United States, their 
heirs, assigns, and legal representatives, for the 
term of fourteen years, from the 27th day of June, 
1850, the full and exclusive right and liberty of 
making, constructing, using, and vending to others, 
to be made or used, the improvements for cutting, 


thrashing, and cleaning grain, which were invented | 


by said Moore or Hascall, or either of them, and 
embraced in the drawing or specification granted 
to them the 2xth of June, 1836, for the machine 
commonly known as * Moore & Hascall’s har- 
vesting machine,’’ together with the improvements 
invented by them, or either of them, in perfecting 
said machine, or any part thereof, from the date 
of the original patent to the date from which the 


same is hereby renewed and extended; and the | 


Commissioner of Patents is directed and required 
to grant a certificate of such renewal and exten- 
sion. 

Mr.CASS. The honorable Senator from Rhode 
Island [Mr. James} has an amendment to make 
to that bill, which will lead to adiscussion. If the 
Senate will permit me, I will remark that it is a 
very important case. The applicants have been 
here during the whole session. The bill passed 
the House of Representatives in the commence- 
ment of the session; and I shall, at some leisure 
moment—if I can find one, and if I cannot find 


one, I will endeavor to make one—try to persuade | 


the Senate, during some portion of the session, to 
take it up and pass it as it came from the House. 
It will now have to be passed over, as it will lead 
to debate. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


FREDERICK VINCENT. 


The next bill upon the Calendar was that for 


the relief of Frederick Vincent, administrator of 
James Le Caze, surviving partner of Le Caze & 


| Mallet. 


It proposes to require the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to examine the claim of the legal representa- 
tive of James Le Caze, surviving partner (now 


that the vote may not be taken in ignorance of || deceased) of Le Caze & Mallet, for the balance 


its merits. Iam perfectly willing, so far as I am | appearing to be due them on the books of the | 





August 13, 
Treasury Department of the United States; and 
that, if it shall appear, to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary, that the said balance is yet outstanding 
and unpaid, the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury shal! be required to adjust and settle the 
same upon the principles and practice which would 
have been adopted if the parties entitled thereto 
had subscribed the said debt to the loan authorized 
by the act approved March 3, 1797, entitled «« An 
act extending the time for receiving on loan the 
domestic debt of the United States;’’ and upon 
ascertaining the amount due, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall be required to cause the same to 
be paid to the legal representative of said James 
Le Caze. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have looked into that bill 
since it was last called up, and | confess I am not 
satisfied with the explanations given me as to the 
propriety of passing it at all; and with my pres- 
ent opinions, | should desire to present my objec- 
tions to it. I may change them; but, however, as 
now advised, I should certainly discuss the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. As the Senator proposes 
to debate the bill, it will go over until next Friday. 


ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


The next bill upon the Calendar was for the re- 
lief of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Com- 
pany, to which an amendment had been proposed 
by Mr. Bropueap. 

Mr. ATCHISON. It is useless to take up that 
bill ‘to-day. The amendment will certainly be 
objected to. Whatever may have been the vote 
upon the original bill, the amendment will cer- 
tainly be rejected. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I think the amendment 
is as meritorious as the original bill. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Very well. 

Mr. MASON. If any objection is made, of 
course the bill will have to go over; but I had 
supposed that the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania would have been 
withdrawn. The amendment proposes, among 

| other things, to appropriate a sum of money to 
pay for the use of public buildings in Philadel- 
phia while Congress had them; and I understand 
that there is evidence that they never did sit in 
them. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
quiries on the subject. 

Mr. MASON. Does the Senator object to 
considering the bill ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
tion to considering it. 

Mr. BAYARD. If nobody else wishes to dis- 
cuss the bill, I do. The Committee on Claims 
reported against it, and I cannot see that it is tena- 
ble on any grounds. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


CORNELIUS McCAULEY,. 

The next biil upon the Calendar was that for 
the relief of Cornelius McCauley. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Cornelius McCauley, of Phil- 
adelphia, the sum of $750 13, in full, for morocco 
and other materials furnished by him in 1834 to 
the then Secretary of the Senate, for the use of the 
Senate Chamber, and for which he has received 
no compensation, 

Mr. BAYARD. I expressed my determination 
when that bill was last up to oppose it. I shall 
still oppose it. 

It was accordingly passed over. 


MARIA TAYLOR. 


The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the bill for the relief of 
Maria Taylor. 

It proposes to confirm the title of Maria Taylor 
to two certain tracts of land situated in the parish 
of Ascension, State of Louisiana, on the left bank 
of the river Mississippi, near the upper limits of 
the parish—provided that the act shall only be 
considered as a relinquishment to the Government 
of all claim to these tracts; and provided also, 
that it shall not operate against the claim of any 
other person to them. 

Mr. WALKER. That bill was reported by 
the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Downs,] who 
is not in his place. I have no desire to discuss it, 
still I should like to hear it explained. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The report of the Com- 


I want to make some in- 


No, sir; I have no objec- 


| mittee on Private Land Claims is not long, and 


ask for its reading. 








1852. 


The report was read, from which it appears 
that Maria Taylor claims that she is the owner of 
two tracts of land—one containing eleven and 


half arpents front, and forty in depth, and the 
other containing twelve arpents front, and forty in 
depth—situated on the left bank of the Mississippi 
river, in the parish of Ascension, in the State of 
Louisiana, embracing an area of five hundred 
acres; that she derived her title to them from the 
original proprietor, but a confirmation of her title 
thereto could not be obtained in consequence of 
its being included within the limits of the survey 
of the Huma grant, made by one of the claimants 
under that grant; that, in order to remove this 
objection, Cornelius de Armas, under whom she 
claimed, on the 26th of December, 1816, purchased 
from General Wade Hampton, who had acquired 
the Huma grant by purchase, all his right and 
title to those tracts. 

The committee being satisfied that the facts, as 
stated by the petitioner, were true, reported the 
bill for her relief. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


SANTIAGO E. ARGUELLO. 


The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the bill for the relief of 
Santiago E. Arguello. It proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Santiago E. 
Arguello, late a captain in the California battal- 
ion, the sum of $11,548, for losses of property 
sustained by him during the period of such ser- 
vices, and in consequence thereof. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

BILLS PASSED OVER. 


As intimations were given that the following 
bills would be debated, they were passed over: — 

The bill for the relief = F obert ‘T. Norris; 

The bill for the relief Lewis H. Bates and 
William Lacon; 

The bill for the relief of Richard Mackall; 

The bill for the relief of Bancroft Woodcock; 

The bill for the relief of Cyrus H. McCormick; 

The bill for the relief of the captors of the frig- 
ate Philadelphia; and 

The bill for the relief of Colonel William Gray- 
son. 

MILLER, THOMPSON, AND TURLEY. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the biil for the relief 
of Henry C. ne Philip W. Thompson, and 
Jesse B. Turley It proposes to require the Su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis to 
inquire into the quantity and value of oxen and 
other property taken from Miller, Thompson, & 
Turley by the Osages or other Indians in June, 
1847, while traveling from the State of Missouri 
to Santa Fé, and that if the property was taken 
by Osages or other Indians receiving annuities 
from the United States, to retain its value from 
their annuities; and if the depredations were com- 
mitted by Indians not receiving annuities, the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs shall report his 
proceedings, together with all the evidence in the 
ease, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to- 
gether with his opinion of the value of the prop- 
erty lost, in order that it may be paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States; and that in the 
examination of these matters the Superintendent 
shall proceed according to the provisions of the 
act **to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the fron- 
tiers,’ ’ approved June 30th, 1834. 

Mr. WALKER. I move the following amend- 
ment, as a proviso to the first section: 

Provided, That before any hearing of said proofs, due 


notice shall be given to the chiefs of the said Indians of the 
time, place, and object of such proceedings. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Thatis right. The inter- 
course law provides for it; but I have no objection 
to inserting it in the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 
was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


ADAMS’S PRINTING PRESS. 


The bill for the relief of Isaac Adams was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. 


granted to him on the 14th of October, 1830, for 
pew and useful improvements in the printing ma- 
chine called the ** Power Printung-Press,’’ and the 
letters-patent granted to him on March 2d, 1836, 
for additional improvements in the power prinung- 
press be renewed, revived, and extended for a 
term eommencing from the date of the passage of 
the act, and ending March 2d, 1860. It proceeds 
to make other provisions in conformity with this 
object, and provides that the persons at present 
enjoying the lawful use of the patent, and all pur- 
chasers of any machine lawfully used or con- 
structed may continue to use the same as if the 
act had not been passed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


GEORGE DENNETT. 

The bill for the relief of George Dennett, of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Sec retary of the Treasury to pay him the sum 
of $75 in full for services pe rformed in bringing yup 
arrearages of business in the naval office at Ports- 
mouth for a time when there was no naval officer 

Mr. BAYARD. I ol bject to the 
that bill. It would take up very little time to dis 
cuss it, but [ suppose under the rule, as | wish to 
discuss it, it must be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 

HEIRS OF JAMES BELL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of James Bell, de- 
ceased, which provides that the proviso of the act 
approved June 30, 1834, “‘ for the relief of the 
heirs of James Bell, 
payment to the heirs or legal representatives of 
the full ameunt found due, be repealed. 

Mr. BAYARD. This bill will necessarily lead 
to discussion. It involves the allowance of in- 
terest from 1776 to 1834; and whenever the case 
comes up, | intend to discuss the general prin- 
ciple. 

The PRESIDENT. 


over. 


pring | le of 


‘? » 
So far as it prevents the 


The bill will be passed 
JOHN MOORE WHITE. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of John Moore White. I[t proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to him, as the 
son and sole heir of Major John White, a major 
in the war of the Revolution, who was slain at 
the battle of Germantown, the seven years’ halt 
pay to which Major White would have been en- 
titled by the resolve of Congress of the 24th of 
August, 1780, if he had not died and no payment 
had been made thereon. 

Mr. BAYARD. lask for the reading of the 
report. My impression is that the bill involves 
the question of interest. 

The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims was accordingly read, from which it ap- 
pears that John Moore W hite is the only surviv- 
ing child of Major John White, who was slain on 
the 4th of October, 1777, when acting as one of 
the aids of Major General Sullivan, at the battle 
of Germantown, while attempting to set fire to 
Chew’s house, with a view of dish dging the Brit- 
ish. The committee refer to a letter of General 
Washington, to be found in Sparks’s edition of 


| his letters, to General Wilkinson’s Memoirs, to 


Watson’s Annals of Philadelphia, to the testi- 
mony of Judges Ephraim Miller, and W. B. 
Ewing, of New Jersey, to prove that John Moore 
White: was generally known and reputed to be the 
only surviving son of Major John White of the 
Revolutionary Army. 

Mr. MILLER. The only objection to this bill, 
as | understand, is with regard to the granting of 
interest. To relieve the Senate of that difficulty, 
I move to amend it so as to give interest merely 
from the time of the application, on the 28th of 
July, 1846. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
the interest be stricken out. I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with the merits of the case to say that 
some relief ought not to be granted. I am will- 
ing to take it, so far as that goes, on the recom- 
mendation of the committee; but with my views 
of the question of interest, it does not make any 
difference whether it shall run from the date of the 
application or not. I move to strike out the 


It provides that the letters-patent |) allowance of interest altogether. 


I shall not discuss the bill if 
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The PRESIDENT. The proposition of the 
Senator from New Jersey is first in order. 

Mr. MILLER. This applicant is an 
eighty-five years of ace, and is blind. So annious 


am | to have his hill passed 1 


; 
on man, 


rit | waive the oues- 
tion of interest, and w 
amend. 

Mr. BAYARD. Then I move to amend the 
bill by striking out the 

‘ Toge ther with such interest as would now be due if a 
certificate for said seven years’ half pay had been kesued 
according to the principles of the 
ment made on it.’’ 


Mr. WALKER. I merely wish to say, that 


hdraw my proposition to 


followme werds: 


lunding act, and no pay 


I accede to this amendment now, because the Sx 
ator from New Jersey, who is the representative 
of the party interested, consents to it: but | think 
that both he and the Senator from Deleware are 
mistaken about this case. his is one of hose 

ses that does not involve such questions as the 
Senator from Delaware has raised. | merely ‘ 
this to inform the Senator from New Jersey that 
he is conceding a principle. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 


was concurred in, a vd t! e | l was orcde 


i¢ } } 
engrossed tor a third readil 
WILLIAM JONES, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re 


sumed the consideration of the bill forthe rehef of 
the lecal representatives of William Jones, ye 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 


to cause to be paid to the lewral representatives of 
W illiam Jones, late of Mas 


which he would have been entitled to receive ander 


husetts, theamount 
the pension act of 1818, if his name had been con- 
tinued upon the pension-roll ull the 27th of June 
1829, the day of his death. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
THE AMISTAD CASE. 
The PRESIDENT anno 


on the Calendar was one to indemnify the master 


need thatthe next bil] 


und owners of tl e Spanish echooner Amustad 
Mr. SUMNER 


the bill, it was passed over. 


THE FRIGATE MISSOURI. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed thee oneider ation of the bill for the relief of 
the petty officers and seamen of the late Unit id 
States frigate Missouri 
proper accounting officers to pay to ea h of the 


intimating a desire to discuss 


It proposes to direct the 
petty officers, seamen, marines, and others com- 
posing the crew of the frivate Missouri at the time 
it was burntin the harbor of Gibraltar in 1843, 
the sum of #75, in consideration of the loss o 
clothing, and other personal effects, sustained by 
them in consequerne e of their exertionsin endeavor- 
ing to save the property of the United State 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

BENJAMIN MOOERS. 

The next bill upon the Calendar was one for the 
relief of the heirs of Benjamin Mooers, deceased, 
providing for the payment to him, as a lieutenant 
in the revolutionary war, of $1,400, with interest 
thereon, at the rate of six per cent. per 
from March Ist, 1784, to March Ist, 1852 

Mr. UPHAM. 
bill is of very great importance, and I think it 
ought to be looked into and discussed. 

The bill was passed over. 

MATTHEWS, WOOD, AND HALL. 

The next bill in order was that from the House 
of Representatives, for the relief of Charlies S 
Matthews, Charies Wood, and James Hall, which 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to them, or to any other person or persons 
by them authorized to recetve the same, the sum 
of $12,119 47, in full satisfaction of all claims 
upon the United States for damages sustained, 
growing out of their contract to furnish marble for 
the basement of the custom-house in New York. 

The Committee on Claims rerorted an amend- 
ment to the bill, to strike out the words “* or to 
any other person or persons duly authorized by 
them to receive the same.”’ ; 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I feel it to be my duty to 
discuss that bill. : i 


The PRESIDENT. 


ADnum, 


The principle involved in that 


It will be passed over. 
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ANTHONY W. WHITE. 


Anthony W. White, deceased, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

It provides for the payment to the legal repre- 


entatives of Anthony WwW. White, 
first regiment of 
line 
being the 


late a colonel 


in the 
he Continental of the revolutionary 
interest, at six per 
ith of July, 1780, to the 
during which time the last 


kept 


Army, 
$13,051 87; ( 

from the 
, 1838, 


had been 


$3,750, 
July named sum 


advanced to and by the United 


States. 


Mr 


uestion of 


SAYVYARI Tha 
BAYARD Chat 
interest on a 
jowed without interes st. 


bill involves the naked 


} claim which Congress 
| 


Mr. WALKER. That is the fact; and this is 
bill on which I designed to Oring, up the question 
of interest fully before the Senate This is the 
case of an advance of mouey: and when the Sen 


ite consider it, | hope they will make it a test 


esuon to the allowance of interest. 
Mr. BAYARD. . The question of interest in 


volved in this {| one which I 


bill is propose to dis- 


The PRESIDENT. [t+ will be pass d over. 


H. L. KENDRICK. 
Ihe bill for the relief of Brevet Major H. L 
INendrick was read a second time, and considered 
in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 


cers to allow Brevet Major Kendrick, of the sec- 
ond artillery, $1,294 66, in the settlement of his 
accounts, for sales made by him by order of Gen- 


eal Worth, of certain ordnance, propert 

to the United States, at Mexico, in 
184k, this much of 
ceeds of the sale as was stolen from him at Jalapa 
while 


y belong- 
Puebla, 
fuinh being 8O 


' 1 
une, the 


nro- 


porting the 


trans sameto Vera Cr 
‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
unendment, and ordered to be encrosss | for a 
third eadin rs 
JOHN TUCKER. 
‘he bill for the relief of John Tucker was read 


ai econd Lime, 


he Whol 

lt proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
pay to John Tucker, of Florida, the amount to 
which he would have been entitled, under the act 


of March 3d, 


rtain military services in Florida, if his name 

had appeared upon the roll as a private in Major 
Isaac Garrison’s command. 

FELCH ealled for the reading of the re- 


port of the Committee on Claims; and it was ac- 


cordingly read. 


lt appears that John Tucker, in the year 1838, 
was mustered into the military service of the Uni- 
ted States, in Captain Henley’s company, Major 
Garrison’s battalion of Florida volunteers, and 

ved the campaign against the Indians as a 

vate and, in an lition, pe rformed the duties of 

lain, but received no compensation in either 
tpacity, W hen it was ascertained that the com- 
any would be mustered out of service, Mr. 
Cucker was appoint ed by Major Garrison a chap- 
iin, and, as such, was mustered out of the ser- 
vice, and his name taken from the roll of Captain 


Had it not been for 
would have ived pay as a private, under the 
ict of Mare! 1845; but as he received no pay 
in either capacity, and as itis difficult to ascertain 
the length of time for which he served as chaplain, 
he committee ought to be allowed 
pay of a time he was in the ser- 
vice. 


The 


Henley’s company. this, he 


rece 





think he the 


private for tine 


bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
hird reading. 
JOHN BOYD. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


proceeded to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of John Boyd, of Louisiana, which proposes 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to pay to 
said Boyd the sum of $275, being the amountdue 
him as compensation for extra expenses while 
engaged in taking the census in the parish of Iber- 
ville, in the State of Louisiana. 

he bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


bill for the relief of the representatives of 


Virginia light dravoons of 


Ce nt., of 
7th of 


and considered as in Committee of 


1845, providing for the payment of 


MARY E. D. BLANEY. 

The bill for the relief of Mary E. D. Blaney, 
widow of the late Major George Blane vy. was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the proper officer to pay 


156 68 
and w 
oflicers 


Mr. 


to her &] , Interest on money belonging to 


_ : 
ithheld by an aecision ol 


of the 


l 
ner, erroneous 


Grovernment. 


PRaees 8 


move to amend the bill by 

inserting, after the word ** pay,” the { lowing: 

Outofany money in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated 

The amendment was avreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I ask for the reading of 
the report 

It wa ; read ac ordingly, ar {1 shows that Major 
Blaney wa in otheer of the corps of United States 
Topographic il KE mwrineers,al dfor se veral y ars pre - 


1835, w 


ion of the 


vious to his death, in Ls ¢ mnloved j in super- 
) 


fortifie lak 


in North Carolina, and 


intending the erect ee ‘ 


Island and Cay 


ear river, 


was required to act as disbursing officer and as as- 
istant commissary of subsistence at those points, 
foi which he claimed COMMISSIONS and compensa- 

| "ae ] ] 
tion to the amount of $6,401 48, which was disal 
lowed by the a counting officers of the Treasury. 
It appears th it, at the time of his death, he had 








on deposit in the bank at Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, to his credit, $3,182 55, of which amount 
4? 438 12 was claimed as his private fund, and for 
which he fAVe a } ck to the petitioner On pre 

sentation of the check, payment was de d until 
the Department had been consulted. The Acting 


y of War directed that the money in the 


Secretar 


bank, tanding to the credit of Majo: Blaney, 
should be carried to the credit of the Treasurer of 
the United States, which was accordingly done. 

After the decision of the para lel ca * Major 
Delafield, in 1844, where the legality of similar 
charges was brought before the circuit court for 
the district of New York, and sustained by Judge 
setts, (which decision was confirmed by an ¢ jual 
division of the Bench of the Supreme Court,) the 
charges of Ma slaney were allowed by the ac- 
counting officers, so as to leave a bal e to his 
credit of % 1.606 50, which sum was paid to the 
vetitioner on the 15th March, 1847. On this sum, 
so withheld for a peri d of nearly twelve years, 
interest, amounting to $1,156 68, is claimed; and 
the committee recommend its payment 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendment was concurred in, and the bill: 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

MARY F. B. LEVELY 

The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, con- 
sidered the bill for the relief Mary I. Lb. Levely. 
It propose s to iuthorize the Se retary ¢ f the n 
terior to pay to her theamount which her deceased 


husband, Captain Henry Levely, would have re 
ceived, if his pension had i : continued from the 
first day of J 1837, to the time when all pen 
sions which wer peud from the appropriation 
made by Convres , in consequt ce of the exhaus- 
tion of the privateer pension 1 nd, ceased, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to he engrossed for a 


third reading. 
r. P». MeBLAIR. 
The Senate,a Pommiuttes of the W hoie, 
sidered the bill for the relief of Purser 'T. P. Me- 
Blair, which the 


officers of the Trea 


in ¢ 


con- 


pro es to authorize ccounting 
I 


isury in adjusting the accounts 
of Pursei ae f McBlatr, to allow him the 
everal sums paid by him, as purser of the United 
States steamer Princeton, to William Taylor, act 
ing boatswain; John H. Carley, acting carpen- 
ter; and to Armstrong toe sagan ieee. ulmaker: 
who were employed on that imer by her com- 
manding officer, which ums were disallowed by 


the accounting officers of the Treasury, for the 
reason that the persons to whom the payn 
were made were not included in the 
mitted by law, of offic the grades 
they were respectively appointed. 

The bill was reported to 
amendment, and 
third readin 


ents 
number per 


} 


‘ers of to which 


Senate without 
sed for a 


the 


order 1 to be ervro 


LEONARD SKINNER. 
The Senate considered, as in Committee of the 
W hole, House bill for the relief of Sergeant Leon- 


ard Skinner, which proposes to authorize the 
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Secretary of the Interior to cause to be issued to 
Leonard Skinner, late sergeant in C aptain New- 
ton’s company of the U nited States regiment of 
mounted riflemen, a military bounty land warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land; and that 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be 
required to adjust his accounts and pay the same, 
in the same manner as if he had been of ave and 
recularly discharged. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The only question in thi 
case, is in regard to the person being a minor. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, read a third 
time, and passed. 


SAMUEL PRIOLEAU. 


The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, 
considered a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased. It pro- 
poses to authorize the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to pay to the legal repre sentatives 
of Samuel Prioleau, late of Charleston, South 
Carolina, the sum of $6,928 60, being in full com 
pensation for -_ verty taken from him at Charles- 
ton, for of the United States, during the 
re sshcdienied war. 

Mr. DE SAUSSURE. 
amendment, to insert after 
words, 


as 


the use 


I wish to submit an 
the word ‘* cents’’ the 
‘* together with interest thereon from the 
98th of January, 1795.’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall have to discuss that 
amendment if it is proposed. I do not object to 
the bill itself. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, that if he presses his 
amendment the bill will probably have to go over, 
and I submit to him whether it will not be better 
to allow it to pass as it came from the committee, 
rather than to have it postponed ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris in 
the chair.) Does the Chair understand the Sen- 
ator from Delaware ° object to the bill ? 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not object to the bill, but 
to the amendment, which allows interest. I must 
discuss that question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina to withdraw his propo- 
sition for interest, and let the bill pass. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest, that if th 
bill passes in its present shape, it will not pre- 
clude the payment of interest upon a subsequent 
application, if the Senate shall determine to allow 
interest In any case. 

Mr. DE SAUSSURE 
ment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PRISCILLA C. SIMONDS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the bill for the relief of Priscilla C 
Simonds, which proposes to authorize the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to pay to Pris- 
cilla C. Simonds the sum of $418, the value of the 
property of the late Captain Moses H. Simonds, 
which was taken possession of by authority of 
the United States. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


I withdraw the amend- 


C. GRENEAUX. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered ‘* the bill for the relief of C. E. Gre- 
neaux;’’ which proposes to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to examine the claim of the United 
States against C. E. Greneaux, one of the sure 
ties of Benoist Laurents, late a receiver of public 
moneys at the land office at Natchitoches, in Loui- 
siana, and the circumstances of Greneaux, and to 
settle and discharge the claim upon such terms as 
he shall judge most for the interest of the United 
States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


SALLY J. MATHEWS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the bill for the relief of Sally J. Ma- 
thew s; which proposes to authorize the Secret: ary 
of the Treasury to cause to it to her the sum 
of $351, in full compensation for services of 
her late husband, William P. Sthhes, 


¥) 
il 


as a 


extra clerk in that Department, between the first 
of September, 1842 
May, 1843. 


and the fourteenth day of 











1852. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
nendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
hird re di , 
VIDOW AND CHILDREN OF JOHN BALSTER. 
The relief of the widow and children 
f John Balster was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides that the widow of John Balster, deceased, 
ate armorer, who was killed by an accidental ex- 
plosion of the laboratory at the Charleston arsenal 
hile in the performance of his duty, shall be en- 
tled to receive half the monthly pay to which he 
was entitled at the time of his de ith. for and dur- 
ing five years, commencing on the 4th of March, 
1852: but that in case of the death or marriage of 
the widow before the expiration of the five years, 
he half pay for the remainder of the time shall be 
1 cal to the children of the decedent. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
imendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


bill for the 


5 7 
ana 


EMELIE HOOE. 

The bill for the relief of Emelie Hooe was read 
1 second time, and considered, as in Committee 
of the Whole. It enacts that the Secretary of the 
Interior shal] place upon the pension list the name 
of Emelie tlooe, widow of Brevet Major Alexan- 
der S. Hooe, late of the United States Army, 
whose death was occasioned by a wound received 
in the battle of Resaca de la Palma, on the 9th of 
May, 1846, and allow her, per month, the half- 
pay of a captain in the Army of the United States 
for five years, commencing on the Ist of January, 
1851. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iam inclined to think that 
that case is included in the general bill. Ishould 
like to hear the report read. 

from the reading of the report it appears that 
Alexander S. Hooe lost his rightarm in the battle 
of Resaca de la Palma, at which time he 
tain. 

The committee were fully satisfied, from the 
facts made known to them, that Major Hooe’s 
death was caused by the wound, by producing a 
gradual depression of spirits, whic h terminated in 
complete alienation of mind; in which state, while 
alone in his quarters at Baton Rouge barracks, 
where he was then in command, he burnt his 
body in several places, and in so shocking a man- 
ner that he died on the 9th of December, 1847, 
ten days after the occurrence, leaving his widow 
and three young children in destitute cireum- 
stances. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I was in error, 
ident. I withdraw my objection. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

SEMOICE. 

The Senate considered, as in Committee of the 
Whole, House bill for the relief of the 
Semoice, a friendly Creek Indian. 


Vas Ccap- 


Mr. 


Pres- 


The bill prepeens that the children and heirs of 


Semoice shall be vested with a title in fee-simple 
to a certain quantity of land selected and entered 
by Semoice, provided that the act shall not be 
construed to defeat or prejudice the legal claim to 
t, if there be any, of other persons. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, 
time, and passed. 
BILLS PASSED OVER. 
A bill for the relief of Hodges & Lansdale, and 
the legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnson, de- 
ceased. Objected to by Mr. Bayarp. 
A bill for the relief of Hiram Paulding. 
jected to by Mr. Bricur. 
’ A bill for the relief of Calvin B. Se ymour and 
Willard Boynton, surviving partner of W. & H. 
Soynton. Mr. Cnase asked for 
the report; which was read, and the bill was passed 
over. 
Joint resolution for the relief of Jonathan Lew- 
is. Objected to by Mr. Bayarp. 
3ill for the relief of Amos Kendall and John E. 
Kendall. Objected to by Mr. Bortanp. 
sill for the relief of James Harrington. 
jected to by Mr. Fetcu. 
A bill for the relief of the Pine Grove Academy. 
Objected to by Mr. Wacker. 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Jeremiah 
Wingate. Objected to by Mr. Feicu. 
A bill for the relief of Jacob Gideon. 
to by Mr. Borianp. 


read a third 


Ob- 


Ob- 


Objected || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


heirs of 


the reading of 


' > 
samue i B erwol 


A bill for the relief of 


nate rer e¢ ad to ? (om 
mittee of t Wi ‘ ) House of 
Representatives for the elief of Monmouth B. 
Hart, Joel Kelley, and W n © iritie 
for the late Benjamin F. Hart, er in the 
nited St ites NAVY It ) ) ize tl 
proper a yanting off ers,inthne 1K nent of the 
accounts of the late purser, Benjamin F. Hart 
to credit him with the amount of the loss of his 
private stores, occasioned ry } vrecK ot! the 
United States ship Concor l,to which e was at- 
tached, as neariv a ( i f ed ind uso 
with the differen © PL Ww eE I t ie m08u { f 
stores received by him as rser and the corre 
amount of those issued, and those which came to 
the hand of his suecessor; and make such al- 
lowance as they may deem « itable under the 
ert um { t - nrovided that tl tit lits it d 1 w- 
ances shal! it exceed the b ince found due tothe 
United States upon the tast ett! l€ tot the a 
count 
“he bill was reported he Senate witho 
amendment, ordered it I | I | , re da dl 
time, and passed. 
CATHERINE PROCTOR HAYDEN 
On motion by Mr. CHARLTON, the Sen 


‘ommittee of the Whole, to 
the relief of Cathern © Pro tor 
and heir of John White, de- 
lieutenant colonel in the fourth 
revolutionary Army. lt 


payment to 


proceeded, as in ¢ 
consider the bill for 
Hayden, « nly child 


' 
ceased mte a 


battalion of the 
provides for the 
Hayden of the 


interest thereon, at the rate of six per cent. from 


Georgia 


sum of 86,703 Shs 


} i 
January 12, 1793, to January 1, 1832, the rv 
named principal sum being the amour ound due 
» John W hite by the proper account r offi 


for his seven years’ and for ady inces 


} half-pay, 
him to 


the Governmen 


made by auring eV 
olutionary war, for which Treasury certificate 
were improperly issued to en nnah Richard 
and John Richardson, 1 I 117 

Mr. BAYARD. The bill in its present sha 
allows interest from 1793 t 183 3) From consult 


ation with the Senator iced Georgi i, | lear 


case IS a very meritorious one, and if the prov 


, . ¢ | a ’ 
interest be striken out, | 


ion for the allowance of 


shall not object to the bill. I move to amend the 
bill by striking out the following words: 
‘Together with interest thereon, at t rate of iX per 
centum per annum from the 12th da Januat i5, 10 
the Ist day of January, 1832.”’ 
Mr. CHARLTON. [I shall not resist th 


Senator from Del 
lief this bill 


am afraid that if the bill! 


amendment of th 
cause the lady fo 
Is very old, and I 
passed now, 


iware, be 
nded 


I not 


- whose re Is Inte 
in some shape, justice will come after 
If this 
sympa- 
draw tear 


the shades of death have closed unon her. 
were a time wuen I could appeal to the 
thies of the Senate, | I could 
from some gentlemen is | 
to do th 
allow this 
without interest. 

The amendme nt was arreé 
ported to the Senate as 
was concurred 
engrossed for 


im sure 


here; but am notallowed 


ask Senators to 


the 


it on this day, I merely 


amount to come out of [Treasury 


d to, the hi | Was re- 
amend mer 
in, and the bill was ord 


a third readit P. 


amended, the 


ered to e 


MARY A, DAVIS. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senat: 
proceeded to consider, as sommittee of the 
W hole, the bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary A. 
Davis, widow of Daniel W. Davis. It pre ’ 
to direct the Se retary of the Treasury to pay to 
her $254, being the amount paid by 1 
a substitute for her late husband, during 
ness, while he was a clerk in the 
partment. 

The bill was 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

ELIZABETH ARMISTEAD. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, the 8S 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the W! . 
the bill for the relief of Elizabeth Armistead. It 
| proposes to direct the Secret: iry of the Interior to 


in ¢ 
mosesxy 


her t pemplioy 
nis ill- 
Paymaster’s De- 


‘ 


reported to the Senate without 


enate pro- 


| place the name of Elizabeth Armistead, widow of 


GLOBE. 
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he late General Walter K. Armiste id, upon t 
t of pensioners, and pay her a pension, at t 
f one half the pay per month to which her 
mand was ent ed, f the Is ~ Novembe 
1845, to continue during her natural life,or widow 
ood 
Mr. BRIGHT illed for the read the 
report of the Committee Pensio which was 
i¢ ad 
From the rey 9 i pears Elizabeth A 
mistead is the widow of the late General Walter 
KK Armiste id, who, ilter Hav r faithful \ erve 
his country, died at Uppers , Virginia, in Oct 
er, 1845, from the efl 3 f disease ontracted 
during two years of arduous duty Florida 
hat he eft ‘Y € ure | everal ind 
children, in destitute « ! nee The mM 
mittee think that the widow early entitled to 
pension, and therefore report a | for her relief 
Mr. SHIELDS The only object | Ll see 
to this bill 1s the fact, that the pension is to con 
mence from 1845; and I believe we have here 
ore uniformly refused to sanction this speci« 


retroactive legislation 
Mr. BORL AND. l ber leave to corres my 
riend from Illi 


inois on that point. We ve passed 

i number of bills at this session involving pret ie 
ly the same principle. Objection wa made to 
them on that ground at the time, but the Senat 
overruled the objectio: 

Mr. SHIELDS Very well; | withdraw my 
ovprection. 

The bill was reported to the Senate witho 


imendment, and ordered to be engrossed for 


ird read! re 
ABIGAIL STAFFORD. 
tion by Mr. WALKER, the Senat: py 


led to considet sommiutte eot the W i 


() 


ih T1iO 


, as in ¢ 


he bill for the relief of Abigail Stafford It pro 
poses to direct the Secretary ot the Trea sury to 
pay to Mrs. A bigail Stafford, her he or | 
representatives, $2,000, for supplies furnished 
Army during the revolutionary war, and services 
rendered by her father, Henry Smith, of Massa 
chusetts, to be paid on the principles of justice and 
equity 

Mr. Cc \SS called for the reading of th report 
of the Committee on Revolutio iry Clain which 


Vas read. 


lt appears, from that report, that Abigail Stat 
ord was the daughter of Henry Smith, of Ma 
ichusetts, who en sted o1 the 1th of April, 
1775, and served in the eve! memorable battie of 
Lexington, in which he was wounded; that he 
terwards served four years al d ¢ even montl 
during the war. That on the 26th of Decembe 
1775, Dorchester, he received a certificate fron 
e Secretary of State of Massachusetts, as a s 
dier,and that he wasatthe bat W hite Plair 
where he was stationed at an out; ost. Th ma 
Bacon, the uncle of the petitioner, served in the 
Army, and was deprived of the e of his feet 
The father of the petitionet died from wounds re 


ceived in the service of the country 


orphan, her itrimony consisting of Sl, 


Continental mone V; which, from its depreci 


ul ! 
became wholly usele S On the ]* nh of Ap 
777, her grandfather ided the troops to the 
Dattie of Lexington, and had five sor ; and five 
ons-in-law in that battle The report oO st 
{ it thereis testimony to prove h it she tur 
ipplies to the mM) by carding, spini ne, k 
¢, and iki thes for the soldier 
Ihe was anal to the Senate with 
I dme ly d ord d to e ener ed f 


GEORGE STEALEY. 
On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senat 
in Committee of the Whole, to nsid 


the relief of George Stealey. It pi 


the bill for 


oses to enact, that the account furt hed \ 
Creorce Steale V for services rende red ! expense 
curred by him as agent, appo ted by the India 
ymmissioners of the U ed State lor the State 
of California, to visit the northe tribes of | 
dians of that State, be referred to the Third Aus 
tor of the Tre isury, W th authority to cause itt 


e setttled and paid upon princy les of 


’ 
€ he settlement to be On Batisfac 


made uy 
were 
paid wer: 
circumst 


tory vou ers, showll 7 that the expense 


tually incurred, and that the prices 


‘ . = | 1 
st and proper, under the peculiar ance 
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he report of the Committee on Indian Affairs 
was read: from w hich it appears that Mr. Stealey 
vas employed in the years 1850 and 1851, by the 


United States Indian commissioners in California, 
tril the 


agyerTessions on 


10 it the in the northern portion of 


ite, with a view to arrest their 


he miners in that portion of the State, and to es- 
tablish pacific relations between the Indians and 
he white inhabitants; in which he was success- 


Bat when he returned from his mission, in 


consequence of the separation of the Board of 


Commissioners and the exhausted state of the 
f dong he was not compensated for his services, 
nor reimbursed the money expended by him. The 

amittee think that he should be compensated 
for any services which he rendered under the direc- 


tion of the United States Commissioner, and should 
t d any expenditures actually incurred 
in the performance of the duties assigned to him, 
on the produ tion of satisfactory vouchers 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
ymendment, and ordered to be envrossed for a third 


reading. 


ve reimburse 


DAVID MURPHY. 

motion by Mr. CHASE, the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the relief of David 
M Somes was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretury of the 
Interior to place the name of David Murphy on 
the invalid pension-roll for life, at the rate of $5 334 
month—the pension to commence on Febru- 
irv 27th. 1846, and to continue during life. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I should like to know why 
we are called upon toa pass this bill ? W hat ser- 
vices has the party rendered? And if he has ren- 


On 


per 


dered any service, why is he not already upon the 
pension-roll ? 

Mr. CHASE. It will save time, perhaps, to 
have the reportread. That states the facts of the 
cage 

The report was accordingly read; from which 


it appears that David Murphy was a regular sol- 
dier in the service of the United States during the 
fast war with Great Britain, and that he was 
wounded at the battle of the river Raisin, from the 
effer which he has been seriously disabled. 
rhe committee, therefore, report a bill for his re- 
lief 


ts of 


CHASE. I think after hearing the report 


no one can object to the bill. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Ido object to it. I do not 
| ke to encourage the system of granting pensions 
by special acts of Congress. By the rules of the 
Department, certain proofs are required before a 


person can obtain a pension. It is for the pur- 
pose of seeking to avoid those proofs that persons 
come here to get acts of Congress passed granting 
them pensions. I therefore give notice that I shall 
a scluss this bill. 


The | 


ill was accordingly passed over. 


BILL PASSED. 

The following engrossed 
read a third me and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Robert Grignon; 

A bill fox the relief of Abigail Stafford; 

\ bill for the relief of Henry C. Miller, Philip 
Thompson, and Jesse B. Turley; 

\ bill for the relief of the representative 
Henry King: 

\ bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Jones; 

A bill for the relief of Maria Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of Santiago E. 
and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Adams. 

DRY DOCK IN CALIFORNIA. 

The PRESIDENT. With the permission of 
the Senate, the Chair will present a communica- 
tion from the Navy Department in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th instant, calling 
for copies of contracts entered into by the Secre- 
tarv of the Navy for the use of the dry-dock in 
California. 

The communication was read. It states that 
but one contract has been contemplated by the 
Department for the lease of the dock referred to, 
and that one is incomplete. The Secretary, how- 
ever, incloses a copy of it, and states that the con- 
tract has not received his signature in consequence 
of the delay of the party in furnishing a satisfac- 
tory certificate of his competency to respond to 
the full amount of the forfeiture. 

Mr. CLARKE. I move that the communica- 


bills were severally 


of 


Arguello; 
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tion lie on the table. 


iy 
Hy 


I suppose there is no neces- 
for having it printed, as we shall want it 
use in a discussion which will take place in a few 
days. 

Mr. WELLER. I prefer that the 
cation should be printed, [ am very 
the contract. Although it is an incomplete 
I understand that the persons who made it 
are now engaged in transporting a portion of the 
material to California. 

Mr. CLARKE. ‘the honorable Senator is not 
advised as to the facts. The contract to which he 
refers was for building a sectional dock and trans- 
porting that to California. This communication is 
in regard to the leasing of that dock. 

Mr. WELL ER. Then the fact that lam so 
profoundly imnorantin regard to the matter shows 
that it is necessary to have the communication 
printed, in order that I ms iy get the necessary in- 
formation. I therefore move that the communi- 
cation be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE. I shall make no objection. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


Lo 


communi- 


anxious to 
see 


one, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, 4Jugust 13, 1852. 
The ag met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The Jour a of yesterday was read and approv ed. 


The SPEAKER, 


Prayer 


The business first in order 


is the consideration of House bill No. 297, * de- 
claring the Wheeling Bridge a lawful structure, 


and for other purposes.”’ 
Mr. SMART. IL ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to allow me to report from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs ‘*A bill to authorize the 
‘ payment of the claim of the State of Massachu- 
‘setts for certain services of her militia during the 
‘late war.’’ Ido not intend to ask action upon 
it. My simple object is, as | am going to leave 
the city, to have the bill and accompanying report 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and printed, 

There being no objection, the bill was reported, 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying report, 
dered to be printed. 

POST ROUTES BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to report from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Pest Roads ‘‘A bill establishing 
certain post routes.’’ We are now within two 
weeks or the close of the session, and it is import- 
ant that it should go into the hands of the Post 
Office Committee of the Senate that they may 
have an opportunity to examine it. 

Mr. BROOKS. Does the bill contain anything 
else besides post routes ? 

Mr. OLDS. No, sir. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and, having been engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. GORMAN. Task the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the Committee on 
Military Affairs **A bill to restore the civil super- 
intendency of the national armories at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield,’’ which I have had in my 
desk fora long time. Great interest is felt in re- 
gard to it. I will not ask that the bill shall be put 
upon its passage, but that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
There will be no time occupied in the considera- 
tion of the motion of reference. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLARK. I hope I may be successful in 
calling up a little bill for the State of Iowa, which 
I have, two or ies times, endeavored to get ac- 
tion upon. Itisa bill containing but one short 
section, and provides for the relinquishment of a \" 


or- 


| 1 may know when it will come up. 





_ August 13, 


small tract of {land j in the town of Belleview. 
Pp yeople t there need it for commercial purposes. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does this come out of the 
morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It does, and the morning 
hour has been running on since the commence- 
ment of the proceedings. 

Mr. LETCHER. I regret that I shall have to 
object to the gentleman’s proposition. The Wheel- 
ing Bridge case, which comes up as the business 
in order in the morning hour, is a very important 
matter, and should be acted upon at an early day. 


THE WHEELING BRIDGE. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill de- 
claring the Wheeling Bridge a lawful structure. 

Mr. WOODWARD, who was entitled to the 
floor from yesterday, finished his argument, show- 
ing that the power resided in Congress, under the 
Constitution, to determine whether this bridge 
was a nuisance, and such an one as should be re- 
moved. [See Appendix.] 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE then obtained the 
floor, and proceeded to address the House in op- 
position to the passage of the bill. 
cluding, he was interrupted by 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
ing heur expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 


THOMAS RITCHIE. 

Mr. STANTON. [Icall, then, for the regular 
order of business—the report of the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. STANLY. 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam anxious to get through 
with the Army appropriation bill to-day if possi- 
ble, so that we may devote to-morrow to private 
bills; and if the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Sranzy] will allow me to do so—as he will 
retain the foor—I will move to close debate upon 
that bill, and then to go into the Cemmittee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and try to 
finish it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina yield the floor for that purpose? 

Mr. STANLY. When will this printing mat- 
ter come up again, if [ do? 

The SPEAKE R. [t will come up regularly in 
the House as the first business in order, unless it 
be interfered with by some other privileged motion 
org question that may arise. 

Mr. STANLY. ‘I should be clad if the House 
would consent to postpone the bill in relation to 
Mr. Ritchie’s claim until some day certain, so that 
I move to 


The 


Before con- 


Has the morn- 


ls that printing business now 


postpone it until next Tuesday week. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suggest to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, to say next Tuesday. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Oh, no; next Tuesday i 

too soon. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If it is to be post- 
poned until next Tuesday week, it would be bet- 
ter to postpone it indefinitely and make an end of 
it at once, for that will be the effect of it. 

Mr. LETCHER. [ask for the yeasand nays 
upon the motion of the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
North Carolina will not press his motion to-day, 
but will let us go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and dispose of the Army 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. STANLY. My motion is not debatable. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the gentleman to 
yield me the fioor to allow me to move to close the 
debate on the Army appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. No gentleman can have the 
floor on the motion to postpone, for it is not de- 
batable. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I offer the usual reso- 
lution to close the debate on the Army appropria- 
tion bill in one hour after the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union shall resume the 


consideration of the same. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
on that resolution. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. When the report 
of the Committee on Printing was postponed, it 
was with the understanding that it should be acted 


on yesterday. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


I know that when it was 





1852. 
postponed, it was expresssly understood upon my 
part, and I believe upon the part of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,] that it was not 
to be acted upon yesterday. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I had no such 
understanding. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, that was my under- 
standing. 

The question now being upon the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Hovston— 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

“ Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the resolution so as to close the debate in 
two hours instead of one. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was not agreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolutien was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. STANLY. If that motion is agreed to, 
what will become of my motion to postpone the 
printing matter? 

The SPEAKER. That will be the first ques- 
tion put when the matter again comes up. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will it not 
come up to-morrow after the expiration of the 
morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It will be the first business 
in the House, unless superseded by some priv- 
ileged motion. Indeed, if the House should now 
refuse to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, it will come up at once. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered, and Messrs. Futter, of Maine, and Fow- 
LER, Were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 79, noes 49. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state’of the Union, (Mr. Bocock 
in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be- 
fore the committee was the Army appropriation 
bill, and that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Mace] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MACE addressed the committee an hour 
in reply to the remarks of Mr. Srevens, of Penn- 
sylvania, of yesterday, upon the subject ofthe pres- 
idential platforms. He defended the Democratic 
platform, and maintained that it was eminently 
proper for a party professing to be governed by 
principles to avow these principles in a tangible 
form. He alluded to the evils that might arise to 
the country should General Scott be elected to the 
Presidency (of which result, however, he had no 
fears) under the influences which have brought 
him forward, and are sustaining him for that 
office. [See Appendix.} 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, addressed the 
House a short time in favor of a reorganization 
of the light-house system of the United States. 
{See Appendix. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The hour has arrived 
when, under the resolution of the House, the de- 
bate upon this bill must close. The chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means is entitled to 
the floor for one hour to close the debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no desire to occupy 
any of the time of the committee. I wish, if pos- 
sible, to get through the bill this evening. 

The bill was then read by sections for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 

After the word “ million’? in the eighth line, strike out 
* $703,714,” and insert in lieu thereof ‘* #353,206,” so as to 
make the clause read, “* For pay of the Army, $1,353,206.”° 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the same 
committee to offer the following amendment: 

After the word *‘ recruiting,’’ in the seventeenth line, strike 
out * $43,200,” and insert in lieu thereof * 832,848 32,’ so 


as to make the clause read, “ For expenses of recruiting, 
$32,848 32.” 


THE C 


The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move t strike out 
the word ‘* twenty,”’ in line one hundred and 
fifteenth, and to insert the word * forty ”’ in lieu 
thereof, so as to make the clause read: » 

‘For the purchase of horses required for the first and 
second regiments of dragoons, the companies of light artil 


lery, the regiment of mounted riflemen, and such companies 
of infantry as may be mounted, $140,000.” 


The amendment was adopted. 





W hen the following clause was read, viz: 


‘*Forthe manufacture of arms at the National Armory, 
S250 ,.000.°" 


Mr. FAULKNER said: I now offer the amend- 
ment of which I gave notice yesterday, to come in 
at the end of the clause which has just been read. 

The Clerk read the amendment as follows: 

* Provided, That from and after the first day of October 
next, so much of the act of Congress approved August 23d, 
1842, as places the national armories under the superintend 
ence of an officer of the ordinance corps, be and the same is 
hereby repealed; andtrom that day, the said armories shall 
be under that system of superintendence which existed priot 
to the passage of the said act of Congress.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. [raise a question of order in 
relation to that amendment. A bill has been re- 
ported from the Committee un Military Affairs for 
precisely the same purpose; and besides that, it is 
a proposition to change the whole law, in an ap- 
yropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
ooint of order raised by the gentleman from Ala- 
yama, and rules the amendment out of order, on 
theground that it includes in effect a bill now before 
the House. It is positively forbidden by one of 
the rules of the House that any amendment shall 
be offered to an appropriation bill, which is similar 
to a bill at that time on the Calendar or before the 
House. The Chair also rules it out of order on 
the ground that it is not germane to the subject- 
matter of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
as an additional section to the bill, viz: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of 
the act making appropriations for the support of the Army 
for the year ending 30th June, 1851, approved 28th Septem 
ber, 1850, as provides extra pay to the commissioned offi 
cers and enlisted men serving in Oregon and California, be 
and the same is hereby continued in force for one year from 
the Ist day of March, 1852. 

Ido not know that it is necessary for me to 
say one word. The amendment explains itself. 
It merely proposes to continue in force the law of 
1850, giving increased compensation to the officers 
and men serving in California and Oregon, for 
twelve months from last March. The law which 
passed at the last session of Congress expired last 
March, and this amendment is in pursuance of 
the recommendation of the War Department. 

Mr. EVANS. What the gentleman says is 
perfectly correct, and the amendment ought to be 
adopted; but it should also embrace New Mexico. 
The expenses of living there are very great, and 
all the reasons for increasing the pay in Oregon 
and California apply with equal force to New 
Mexicec. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am individually opposed 
to the amendment which I am instructed to offer; 
but I think I can give reasons why it should not 
apply to New Mexico, especially in its present 
terms. Thetroops in New Mexico, California, 
and Oregon, get their rations, so that the expense 
of living has nothing to do with the increased pay. 
The argument used at the last Congress in favor of 
this increase of pay was, that anywhere within 
each of the gold mines in California, the temptation 
to the soldiers to abandon the service, to desert and 
go into a better business, was so great that it was 
impossible to keep the ranks in the condition in 
which they were sent out. That feeling induced the 
enactment of the law of 1850, and that feeling exists 
there at present toavery greatextent. Butso far 
as New Mexico is concerned, the same argument 
does not apply at all, and the greater portion of 
Oregon, | presume, comes within the principle 
that I would apply to New Mexico. The officers, 
I learn, are under the influence of the high price of 
living. They do not draw their rations in kind, 
but draw commutation, with which they provide 
rations. Where the living is very dear, therefore, 
it might be argued that their pay ought to be 
somewhat increased. These are the arguments 
which induced the committee to instruct me to 
propose this amendment to the House. 
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Mr. WEIGHTM AN. I move to amend the 


amendment so as to extend the operat f the 
law to New Mexico. The reasons that ine vfen- 
tleman from Alabama has given for increasing the 
pay of the troops in Oreg »yand California apply 
with equal fort e to New \iex! The gentle nan 
SAVS that in New Me x 0 the soidiers get their 


rations and clothes, and that therefore it cannot 
make any difference to them what may be the 
prices of living. Weil, sir, so do they get their 
rations and clothing in California and Oregon. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 said 
Mr. WEIGHTMAN. 


) 


s< 
They stand on pre- 


cisely the same foot yy as the troops mn New 
Mexico. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I donotthink the gentleman 
understood me. I said that so far as the expense 
of living was concerned, I did not think that 
should affect the pay of the soldiers either in Cal) 
ifornia or New Mexico; but that in California 


within the region of the gold districts, where such 
exorbitant wages were given, and such induce 
ments held out for persons to go and labor in the 
mines, large numbers of men deserted, often leav- 
ing the ranks only one third full; and wuh a view 
of keeping them ‘in their positions, the Govern- 
ment was compelled to recommend that which was 
adopted in 1850, and which the Secretary of War 
proposes shall be continued now 

The Secretary of War has sent mea opy ota 
communication which he addressed to the Mihi 
tary Committee of the Senate vesterday. {| re- 
ceived it but a moment ago, and have not had time 
to read it through. He says: 

“ You will perceive that I have left the amount in the 
draftof the amendment blank. The amount required for 
the officers on the basis proposed in the dratt will be 


$276,665, and for the soldiers in full pay, &731,%92 


Mr. HAVEN. Does that cover the item on 
the eighth and ninth lines? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, Sir, that item 1s for the 
pay proper, as itis called, of the Army, and it was 
reduced by the Committee of Ways and Means 
on our first action, about $200,000. Since that 
time, the Secretary of War has revised his esti- 
mates, and recommends a reduction of 500,000 
upon his original estimates, which we had re- 
duced about $200,000; so that the estimates are, 
in truth, reduced to half a millon of dollars, in 
pursuance of the revised estimates of the War 
Department. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I take occasion to as 
sert, that the prices of living in New Mexico are 
as high, or nearly so, as they are in California. 

Mr. BISSELL. They are higher than they 
are in California, for the very obvious reason, that 
the supplies are taken by water to California and 
Oregon, and by land, by very expensive transport- 
ation, to New Mexico. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. As I understand the 
arcument of the gentleman from Alabama, it is 
this: that the troops in California are to have the 
benefit of this provision, because desertions take 
place there; and the troops in New Mexico are 
not to have the benefit of it, because the soldier q 
there do not desert. In other words, the troops 
in California are to be rewarded for deserting the 
colors of the country. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We must take th nes as 
they are, and meet circumstances as we find the mr. 
I presented my objections to the Secretary of War, 
in conversation with him here last evening: and 
he replied to me by saying that these facts ex 
isted; that it cost from $150 to $200 to iake a man 
out there, and that for him to desert immediately 
he got there, would be a very expensive process to 
the Government. Wethoucht it best to give them 
this in addition, in order to induce them to remain 
in the line. But these reasons do not apply to 
New Mexico at all. I hope the amendment will 
not prevail. Iam willing that it should be made 
for Oregon and California. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment is 
in order until the amendment to the amendmentis 
disposed of. 

Mr. BISSELL. I have bestowed a great den} 
of attention to this subject, and to my mind the 
conviction is irresistible, that this provision oughit 
to be extended to New Mexico, and for the very 
best of reasons. The cost of living is higher in 
New Mexico than it is in Oregon or California. 
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HOUSTON. But that reason is not applied 
pport the original amendment. 
BISSELL gut I do apply it 
Everybody knows that the soldier 

it live exclus ively upon his rations. He 
veretables and very many things which are really 

sary, and which, as rations, are 

him. These he has to purchase 

chase } private 


out of his 
Mexit O, as well as 


Mr 


reason: 


, and for this 
does 
want 
nece not supplied 
, and does pur 
means. Now,in Né 

in Oregon and California, for 

those iry 


cent 


} 


obvious reasons, neces 


hundred pei hirhe: 
If there is any re 
extending these provi 
officers in 


many articles 
four 
than they are here with us. 
it all, then, for 
oldiers 


are two, three, or 
ison 
ions 
California and 
stronger, though similar reason, for 
tending it to those in New Mexico. There can be 
no question in relation to it, and I be there 


and Oregon, 


tnere is a ex 


will be none with this committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, sir, I am not perfectly 
well informed upon this subject. I have just re- 
ceived communications from the War Depart- 
ment, which I will have read if it is the pleasure 
of the committee. [| have not had time since their 
receipt to read them myself. I wish, however, to 
say this: The estimates now incorporated in the 


provision now under consideration, reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, were in ac 
cordance with the en of the De- 
$394,116. These may be proper. I do 
not think, however, the y oucht to apply to New 


partment, 


Mexico. The Secretary of War communica 
tion to me says: 
‘You will perceive that the estimate is for full pay for 
the enlisted men, but I think a less addition to their pay, 
say not to exceed one half,) would suflice.”’ 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. I would 
suggest that the amendment pending should be 


amended, in order to 
ject for which it was 


verbally accomplish the ob- 
designed. It now provides 
act,’’ wc. Now, the act 
apply to New Mexico. | 
9 therefore, a verbal amendment to 
obviate that difficulty. ‘That is, to add after 1852, 
the words, ‘‘and that the provisions of the last- 
mentioned act be, and are hereby extended to New 
Mexico, during the current year provided for by 
this section.’ 


this 
alluded to does 


that **so much a 


here not 


would suggest 


The question was 
ment to the 


then taken, and the 
amendment was agreed to. 


amend 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now propose, in pursu 
ance of the recommendation of the Secretary of 
War, to offer anamendment. I will read the let- 
ter. Itis the following: 

Wark DerarrTMENT, WASHINGTON, Aucust 6, 1852 

Sin: In compliance with your request | have the honor 
to transmit you a drattof an amendment to the bill for the 


ftihe Army; 
and enlisted 
and expensive posts 

You will perceive 
but 
not exceeding one 

Very re 


support ¢ making provision 


men of the Army 


for extra pay to the 
officers serving at distant 
that the 
I think 


estimate is for full pay for the 


ss addition to their pay—say 
half—would suffices 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 


C. M. CONRAD, Secretary of War 


enlisted men al 


Hon. James Suieips, Chairman Committee on Milita 
Affairs, United States Senate. 
The following is the letter upon which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means based the original 
amendment which I offered this morning, under 


instructions: 


War DEPARTMENT 

Sir: Lhave the honor 

tion, in my last annua! 
mu the acto 

ulditional 

whi 

necessity tor 


their 


, WASHINGTON, April 26, 1852. 
to refer you to the 
report, for the re 
28th September, 1850, as allows a small 
pay to the officers and soldiers in California, 
its own limitation on the lst ultimo. The 
the allowance will be seen 
trom an extract of a letter from General Hitelh« hereto 
appended, and for which | ask the favorable consideration 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. 


recommenda 
enactment ol so 


‘hot 


n expire d by 
a continuance of 


\ 
OCR, 


Very respectiuliy, your obedient servant, 
M. CONRAD, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Georee 8S. Houston, Chairman Committee of Ways 


and Means 

Extract of a letter from General Hitchcock, com- 
manding Pacific Division, dated Benicia, Califor- 
nia, March 13, 1852: 


‘From the detachment of recruits which 
the 27th ultimo, I regret to say thirty-five 
to this date. This was to have been 
more the extra pay heretofore authorized by Con 
gress ceased the first of this month. Unless authority for 
this allowance be reénacted, I fear the returns will, for som: 
time, exhibit great reductions from month to month, until 
the most efficient, if not conscientious men, shall have gone 
to the mines 80 inviting to their imaginations.”’ 


Mr. H. I now move to amend the amendment 


so as to provide that they shall be allowed one 
half the amount provided under the law of 1850. 


arrived het 

have deserted up 
expected, and the 
sO Sinet 


to the 


Mr. BISSELL | rise to a question of order. 
he amendment now proposed to be offered by 
the gentleman Alabama purport 

in amendment alre ady offered by 
itleeman himself. The origin il amendment 
reported by him from the Committee of Ways 
Means. The question I make is, that the 
gentleman having reported the original amendment 
cannot amend it himself. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I 

ommittee, and now as an individual. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
point of order, upon the ground that any member 
4 House is, by the ru es, e ntitled to offer an 
The rules do not discriminate 
member fromanother. Any other gentleman would 
be entitled to offer an amendment. The Chair, 
rules that the gentleman from Alabama 
may offer the amendment, and that it is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If there is any difficulty 
about the if any one objects, I will cet 
the rentleman New York [Mr. 
offer the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
that the gentleman from Alabama has the right to 
otfer the amendment, and the amendment was re- 
ceived by the Chair. Does the gen 
propose to withdraw it? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will withdraw it. 

Mr. HA VEN I now send to the ¢ ‘lerk’s desk 
an amendment intended to effect the object of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways : and Means. 
The ‘t of the amendment is simp ny this: The 
law of 18: provide for giving the and 
soldiers in california and Oregon double pay. 
This adnan proposes to give to the officers 

= soldiers in California, Oregon, and New Mex- 

‘oO their regular pay, and one half the regular pay 
in addition, making one half the regular pay less 
than provided for by the law of 1850. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I wish to say a word 
in opposition to the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York. That 
reduce this e xtra pay 
Thatis dire 


recommendation of the ¢ 


from to be an 
amendment to a 
the or € 


wa 


and 


then offered it from the 


overrules the 


of the 


amendment. one 


therefore, 


matter, or 


from Haven] to 


tleman now 


Ot bje 


oftic ers 


amendment proposes to 
half the regular pay. 
‘tly in opposition to the amendment and 
sommittee of Ways and 
Means. The original amendment was reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, under in- 
structions from the committee, and I understand 
the Committee on Military Affairs are 
of it. I hope the original amount re 
voted, and that 
The 


to one 


also in favor 


ported Will be 


thisamendment will not be 


adopted. 
former is the recommendation of the 


twocom- 


mittees, the latter the motion of an individual 
member of this House. 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish to say a single word 
more upon this subject. While there are reasons 
such as those urged by the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means for not continuing the 
full this of payment to the 
and men in California and Oregon, those 
not exist in New Mexico. The same 
necessity does not exist in the State of California 
and Territory of Oregon, because of the immense 
amount of supplies which have been taken in there 
in consequence of the great increase of the com- 
merce between the Atlantic and Pacific, and which 
has nearly brought 
thing like an equality with the Atlantic. But that 
not apply to New Mexico, where the trans 
portation is carried on now, as heretofore, upon 
wheels or upon the backs of There is no par- 
ticular increase ot transportation, nor 1s there any 


amount of icrease 


435 
omcers 


reasons do 


the Pacific coast upon some- 


does 
mules. 


cheapening in the cost of transportation; and the 
consequence is, that while the Secretary of W ar 
may very | properly say that less compensation 
may answer in California and Oregon, the same 
reasons do not apply with regard to New Mex- 
ico. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I wish to inquire if the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York does 
not provide for raising the pay of the soldiers in 
New Mexico one half? 

4 HAVEN. It does. 

PRICE. Iwish merely to inquire of the 
sores of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
if the letter of the Secretary of War which he has 
read makes any discrimination between California 
and New Mexico? 


Mr. HOUSTON. It says nothing about New 
Mexico. 
Mr. PRICE. Does he recommend that a re- 


duction shall take place in California and Oregon ? 


Mr. BISSELL. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Does it make a general recom- | 





August 13. 


mendation? Let the communication be read, | 
suppose it refers to California and Oregon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is a general communica- 
ion; and is as follows: 

‘In compliance with your request, I have the honor to 
transmit you a draft of an amendment to the bill for the 
support of the Army, making provision for extra pay to the 


officers and enlisted men of the Army serving at distant and 
expensive posts. 


‘You will perceive that the estimate is for full pay for 
the enlisted men, but I think a less addition to their pay 

say not to exceed one half) would suffice.”’ 

The committee will see that it applies to all, and 
theamendmentis right. The communication was 
dated August 6, 1852 

The original amendment and the amendment to 
the amendment were again read. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment offered by Mr. Haven, and it 
was agreed to. 

The question next being on the original amend- 
ment as amended, it was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment as 

Mr. BISSELL 
ment: 

For the purpose of testing the practicability of employing 


amended was agreed to. 
offered the following amend 


camels on the plains, as a substitute in part for horses, 
£20 000, 
Mr. B. said: Mr. Chairman, that amendment 


proposes an appropriation of $20,000 for the pur- 
pose of enabling the War Department to test the 
practicability of introducing camels upon the 
western plains as a substitute in part for horses. 
The subject of introducing camels upon the west 
ern plains has engrossed the attention of think- 
ing men—those connected with the administra- 
tion of the Government, as well as others, for 
many years, and during the last one or two years 
the Department itself had paid especial attention 
to it. 

The Secretary of War informs me that he has 
had as minute and thorough an investigation into 
all the prospects and probabilities of the success 
of the enterprise as his means enabled him to ob 
tain, and he has arrived at the conclusion that 

camels may with very great propriety and great 

advantage be introduced into the public service, to 
be used upon these extensive plains in the west, 
in the place of horses; and he asks that an appro- 
priation of $20,000 be madé for the purpose of 
enabling him to make that experiment. 

The Military Committee, who have reflected 
much upon the subject, request the introduction 
of this amendment, and hope that it may be 
adopted. 

Mr. EVANS. In addition to what has been said 
by the gentleman from Illinois, | would state that 
this matter was proposed by the Hon. Jefferson 
Davis,a year or twoago. Itisan amendment which 
ought to be adopted for this single reason, that there 
are many broad arid plains in western Texas, New 
Mexico, and elsewhere, where, for want of water, 
itis impossible to pursue the Indians, and they 
easily escape. ‘The introduction of camels there, 
which, as every one knows, can go without water 
many days, will afford greater facilities to overtake 
and conquer these Indians. They are uniformly 
more fleet than horses upon long journeys, and the 
Secretary of War, from the investigation which he 
has been able to give to the subject, is satisfied that 
he can introduce and keep camels there, and can 
introduce persons to takecare of them. Thesum 
of money asked for is small, and the enterprise 
may be a successful one, and probably will be. 

Gentlemen of the committee will recollect that, in 
some parts of Texas, as we observe from reports 
of officers who come from that quarter, there has 
not been rain fora year, Now, itis indispensably 
necessary to have some animal there suited to the 
transportation of burdens, and having the proper 
rapidity of enabling our troops to overtake these 
Indians. You must have some animal that can go 
without water fora long time. If any man has 
read the account of the exploration of Captain 
French in western Texas, he will there have dis- 
covered the fact that his company suffered great 
torments, and sometimes went seventy miles with- 
out water. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I confess that I know less 
about this amendment and of its merits than any 
of the amendments which have yet been offered 
to any appropriation bill. I have not examined 
into the matter, and I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] who 


knows more of the matter than I do. 
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